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Genesis 1: Creation
In the beginning, 6000 years ago or 12.5 billion years ago, no one can be sure, God creates
the universe from nothing and then he relates to the writer of Genesis that He made the
following on their respective days: 

1. light 
2. sky and water 
3. seas, land, plants 
4. sun, moon, and stars 
5. sea creatures and birds 
6. land animals and man 

Many doubters get hung up on the sun and moon and stars being made or placed on the
fourth day. How is it that plants can grow without the sun? How could the Earth be made
before the sun? It just isn't conventional science. If one had to come up with a speculative
explanation, one could suppose that this story was being recounted by Moses who actually
experienced the entire creation from a physical perspective of standing on earth and seeing
the process over a six-day period. Sort of a virtual reality experience. If in fact the early

earth had a cloud of water surrounding it, then perhaps the heavenly lights would not even
be visible until his fourth day. And though the process could have taken millions of years,
his experience lasted just six days. In fact, though, I do not have to understand the how or
when these things happened. All I have to know is that God did it and that my belief in God
does not rest on my having a perfect understanding of the science of creation. Even in my
ignorance, my salvation is assured. 



Genesis 2: Creation of Man
It is kind of hard to describe what God is like but what He likes seems apparent. In Genesis
chapter 2 God does several things that must have some meaning or importance to Himself
and us:

1. He rests from His labor. 
2. He makes the earth to require the care and maintenance of Man. 
3. He allows man to eat of the tree of life (eternal life) yet he does not want him to

know so much as to not need the knowledge and help of God (do not eat of the
tree of knowledge of good and evil). God wants us to rely on Him, not ourselves. 

4. He wants man to be in command of the animals and creation. 

5. He does not want man to be alone. 
So, in sum, God wants man as an eternal companion to do meaningful work. And just as He
does not want to be alone, he knows that man cannot be alone. God allows us knowledge
enough to  do our  work of  taking  care  of  the  planet  but  not  so  much knowledge as to
construct a universe without Him (thus a possible corollary would be that man will always
have an incomplete knowledge of how the universe operates – the bane of scientism). 
The atheist commits the most foul crime of all, imagining a universe devoid of God – who
invites us to be His partner. The curse and reward of atheism is in fact: eternal loneliness. 

If  in  fact,  the  original  plan was an eternal  partnership with  God,  then we can perhaps
extrapolate to His future plan: an eternal working relationship in a new environment – the
New Heaven and Earth. 



Genesis 3: The Garden – A Wondrous Place
The third chapter of Genesis is about the fall of Man. It is striking to me how incredible the
garden of Eden must have been. The chapter begins by saying how crafty the serpent was.
This makes me wonder if perhaps all the animals were able to communicate with Adam
and  if  they  had  personalities  and  characteristics  of  which  only  the  faintest  attributes
remain today – such as the loyal and loving nature of the dog.
Even when God observed Adam and Eve,  it  seems He physically  moved in  the  Garden
because Adam could hear him stirring there, and He had to ask,  “Where are you?”, as if He
could not actually find Adam and Eve where He expected them to be (though I am sure He
knew.) 

The garden was watered by ground-water. Hopefully, it wasn’t a swamp and even if it were,
the mosquito had probably not yet arrived until the world was fallen. 

Is the garden of Eden still in the “east” today or was it destroyed by the flood? 

And in a spiritual sense have we not returned to the Garden when we get married – as a
loving couple lose all sense of shame when they are naked before each other. 

Genesis begins with the tree of life which gets taken away from men when Adam and Eve
are thrown from the garden. But, in the end, we will once again have access to the Tree of
Life in the new heaven and earth. 



Genesis 4: Cain Kills Abel
Adam and Eve bore Cain and Abel. Cain was a farmer and Abel a shepherd. And each of the
brothers brought an offering to God and God was pleased with Abel's but not Cain's. We
aren't sure why, perhaps Cain's was not the best of the crop. Cain in a jealous rage kills his
brother. God curses Abel and he leaves for the land of Nod, east of Eden. Cain has several
children and grand-children who are instrumental in beginning cities, cattle herding, art,
technology. Adam and Eve have another son, Seth who has a child Enosh and then men
begin to worship God.
So many interesting questions prompted by this chapter: What was Cain’s sin against God?
What was the sign placed upon Cain? Was Cain and his descendants wiped out completely
by  the  flood  or  did  one  of  them  become  one  of  the  wives  of  Noah’s  sons?  What  was
Lamech’s boast about and what prompted it? What does it mean that people began to call
upon the name of the Lord (and why Lord and not God)? Why mention that the sons of Cain
were creators of music and technology – is there something evil about entertainment and
technology?  All  of  these  questions  have  prompted  a  lot  of  speculation,  discourse,  and
argument.
What I found interesting is that Cain talks to God directly with God, possibly appearing to
him in the form of a man and that he is seemingly not fearful of Him.  Also, that Cain was
truly evil in that he premeditatedly invited Abel to the field specifically to kill him. 



Genesis 5: From Adam to Noah
This chapter lists the generations from Adam through Seth to Noah. Interesting that they
lived about 800 years – perhaps the food at that time still retained some potency from the
Garden  or  the  environment  was  naturally  conducive  to  longer  life  through  higher  air
pressure and oxygen content or the cloudy atmosphere was more UV resilient? 

It seems that Methuselah died the same year as the flood. Some think he died before the
flood (so that he could be considered righteous) but regardless, he did not seem to stay
with  or  help  Noah,  and  his  other  children were  not  considered  for  salvation  from the
coming flood. Nor was Lamech’s other sons or daughters saved, though he died a few years
before the flood. Noah was an exceptional man. 

We seem to get so caught up in the details of Genesis.  We argue and fight with each other
over those details and suffer righteous indignation if anyone disagrees with us, often going
so far as to judge our opponent's eternal fate. Silly. The thief on the cross probably had a
poor understanding of biblical history and the process of salvation and yet was saved. Lord,
save me in my ignorance too. 



Genesis 6: The Nephilim
The  generations  of  men  had  turned  evil  and  the  Nephilim  were  the  worst.  So  God
determined to  destroy  all  men through a  world-wide flood,  except  the  family  of  Noah
whom He instructed how to build an ark.
The theories surrounding the “sons of God” and the “daughters of men or humans” abound
and produce some pretty entertaining stories. Who were the Nephilim? Were they fallen
angels? Perhaps the Nephilim were not fallen angels – just evil men, men of renown – but
not renown by God.  How did they survive the flood if they were mentioned as being alive
in Numbers? Was someone being referred to as a Nephilim just as a metaphorical reference
resulting from the collective memory of Noah’s family? A metaphor for a giant of evil? 

Some folks believe the Flood was not a global event but rather a partial  flood as there
seems  to  be  geological  evidence  for  many  partial  floods  but,  for  many,  questionable
evidence for a global one. Well, I am no geologist. But a partial flood seems not to fill the bill
as God wanted to destroy everything and everyone and one only had to wander outside the
flood area to survive. 

Would I have been saved if I were alive at the time of the flood ? I suppose not unless I had
been Noah or one of his sons. And now it is our time and God will again rearrange the earth
and the heavens and we will  be destroyed if  we are not made righteous through Jesus
Christ – we have the choice again to be saved through the simple expedient of belief.  A
global flood is coming again but this time not with water but fire. And not just the earth, but
the heavens too – so no spacecraft or future colony on Mars will provide a way of escape as
it would have in the time of the flood. 

I see why atheists laugh at us – it sounds crazy. 



Genesis 7: The Flood
The animals come, Noah and his family enter the ark, God shuts the door, it rains for 40
days causing a flood to cover even the highest mountains and everything that wasn’t in the
ark dies, except the fish, though some versions even mention the things that swim died too,
so not sure what to make of that. 

It does strike me strange that Noah’s sons were 100 years old – but had no children of their
own? Was that God’s plan to limit the number of occupants of the ark? Did they marry late
just before the flood? Perhaps Noah had grand-children but they were not saved. 

Many commentaries make much of the symbolism of 40 as in 40 days of testing and trial.
Also, a natural question arises as to where did all the water come from. One commentary
stated that the oceans floors could have been raised and then the amount of water would
be sufficient, and also that the flood may have included the water locked up in the polar ice
caps. There is also scientific evidence for oceans of water under the earth's mantle.  Well, if
one believes in God, we know He could have turned dry land into water as easily as water
into wine. 

I speculate that those who were accustomed to seeing Noah’s ark gradually taking shape
probably thought he was a nut case but what do you think they were thinking when the
animals just started appearing out of nowhere and then march into the ark? Atheists today
are no different than the scoffers and nay-sayers in Noah’s time. They laugh at us who
believe in the literal accuracy and inerrancy of the Bible and all we can do is pray for a
change of their heart – a gift of faith – as one day whether alive in this world or from the
grave, they will witness the destruction and rebirth of the universe. So, who are we going to
be, a Noah or a son of Cain? 



Genesis 8: The Flood Abates
The flood waters slowly subside and the fountains of the deep reclaim their water.   Noah
abides in the ark until God lets him out. Noah initiates altar sacrifice and God promises to
never flood the world again, not that He does not promise to not destroy the world. 

I take from this chapter that God can change His mind, especially if we implore Him. He
wanted to destroy all men at first, yet He reneged. Though the future is transparent to Him,
it is not cast in stone  and we can have a say in it if we but prevail on His goodness and
mercy. 

And Noah left  the  ark and sacrificed.  How many times have I  received answers  to  my
prayers – and then promptly forgotten who answered them. 

It is interesting that Josephus and other ancient writers mention that parts of the ark were
still present in their time. 

It seems a telling witness to the actuality of the flood is that there are petrified closed clam-
shells found on the highest mountain in the world. Of course skeptics have their theories to
explain the unlikely occurrence just as they have theories to explain the unlikely fact that
our universe is finely tuned to support life. 

Even though Noah's ark or the Ark of the Covenant were to be found and authenticated
even to a skeptic's satisfaction, they still would not accept the inspiration of the Bible. 



Genesis 9: What Did Ham Do?
In Genesis 9 God gives all beasts into the hands of men, even as food, with a caveat: don’t
eat  the life  blood and if  a man or beast  kills  another man,  then the life  of  the killer  is
required.  The rainbow is given as a sign the earth will  not endure another world-wide
flood.  Ham  performs  some  mysterious  offense  against  Noah.  Noah  curses  Ham's  son
Canaan. Noah lives a long time and then dies. 

I guess the most engrossing and titillating story within the stories of this chapter is about
Ham disrespecting Noah and then Noah cursing (or prophesying about) Ham’s grandson,
Canaan. 

There are many theories bandied about what exactly did Ham do to Noah and most of them
involve some sexual impropriety on Ham’s part (and perhaps on other players as well). The
story goes that Noah, at some time after the ark landed – we don’t know how long – could
be years, cultivated a vineyard, made some wine and got drunk. He ended up naked in his
tent, Ham saw or said or did something to Noah and then told his brothers who would not
even look upon Noah’s nakedness. Noah then awoke, knew somehow what had transpired
and cursed, not Ham, but Ham’s grandson Canaan. 

Now the theories or speculations on what exactly transpired in the tent between Noah and
Ham ranging from Ham observing his father's drunkenness and nakedness, to Ham having
incestuous intercourse with his father or his mother, to Ham castrating his father. When I
read  about  these  speculations  I  at  first  dismissed  them  out  of  hand  as  musings  of  a
salacious and vulgar imagination. Then… I read this: 

https://saintpatrickslascruces.files.wordpress.com/2015/12/hahn-bergsma-noahs-
nakedness-and-the-curse-on-canaan.pdf 

Now, I  wonder what took place in the tent. And the speculation that Noah got drunk, and
Ham took advantage of the situation to have sex with Noah’s wife, in a lewd power-play,
and which made the mother of the Canaanites, Noah’s wife, is intriguing. But again, we just
don’t and won’t know for sure what happened in my lifetime. 
Noah seems to have cursed Ham’s grandson Canaan.  And an interesting fact  about the
Canaanites  is  that  they,  and their  various  tribes,  were  guilty  of  sexual  sins.  Was Noah
cursing or prophesying? 

What can I take home from this chapter? These kinds of stories make the Bible real and
believable to me. You just can’t make up this kind of drama. And regardless of mankind’s
foibles , God is able to work it all out to His satisfaction or desires. Therefore, when I am in
turmoil over some personal stupidity, I know that He is able to make it all right and He is
not going to consign me to Hell  because I  acted human (like Noah) BUT, if  I  persist  in
playing the evil game (like Ham) – I may not be the only one to suffer – my actions may
damn my friends, family, nation, and world. 

https://saintpatrickslascruces.files.wordpress.com/2015/12/hahn-bergsma-noahs-nakedness-and-the-curse-on-canaan.pdf
https://saintpatrickslascruces.files.wordpress.com/2015/12/hahn-bergsma-noahs-nakedness-and-the-curse-on-canaan.pdf




Genesis 10: The Grandparents of the World
Genealogies are boring but the sons of Noah populated the world and there were only three
family lines that we came from – unless Noah had other children after the flood. 

Japheth fathered probably the Europeans, Shem the Hebrews and Middle Easterners and
Ham the North  Africans  and  Asians.  I  found it  interesting,  since  I  live  in  China,  that  a
grandson of Ham was Sin from which perhaps the Sino (China) people came.  It  is  also
noteworthy that many of the early cities of these tribes still retained various spellings and
derivations of the names of the sons of Noah. 

We European stock probably came predominantly from Gomer (the Gauls and Germans),
the grandson of Japheth. 

Why would God include such a  detailed genealogy?  First  to  show the descent  of  Jesus
directly from Adam, the first man, through Noah and Shem. Also I believe that it shows that
we are all brothers and sisters – regardless of our color and differences. The world is one
family, related by blood to each other and to God. We are all related to Jesus through his
grandparents  who are  also  ours  –  Noah (and wife).  It  also  shows that  Jesus  was NOT
European though we like to portray him as such in our biased and egocentric paintings and
movies. And finally it provides a reasonable and believable source for our family tree and
all cultures. 



Genesis 11: The Tower of Babel

God told men to fill the earth, but they decided to stop at Shinar because they were afraid of
being scattered over the earth. And then they decided to build a temple to join earth with
heaven and as a monument to themselves, not to God. How we still have not learned our
lesson. As others have related, it is interesting that what is perceived as a monument to
pierce the heavens, is from Gods perspective – barely perceptible. 

I  did  some  reading  and  Youtubing  and  it  seems  that  the  original  Tower  of  Babel
foundations can still  be seen today in the following Google Earth photo. 

It is possible Nimrod began building the original Tower of Babel and later it was completed
by Nebuchadnezzar II. Regardless of mans folly, God confounded their plans and completed
his original plan of populating the Earth, and to prevent a future attempt to halt His intent,
He confounded their languages. Smart! Had not men been so intent on uniting themselves
in one city/state with one language, we might today all just be speaking various dialects of
a single language. Many languages today still retain traits and obvious references to the
time of Noah.
On an archaeological note: the Tower of Babel remnants are of brick and bitumen. Just like
the Bible says. 

Only in Jesus have men been united into a single culture – the indwelling of the Spirit in
each one of us bonds us through a single language and culture of Love and obedience to
God. 

The chapter finishes with a few more genealogies, the length of men’s lives growing shorter
and the stage being set for Abraham. 



Genesis 12: Abraham, a Fallible, Faithful, Follower of God
Abraham encounters God, leaves his Chaldean homeland and fails a trial in Egypt. 

God knows that Abraham will fail a test when he goes to Egypt and tries to deceive the
Pharaoh into thinking his wife is his sister. Yet, God blesses him in the end anyway. This is a
great comfort to me because I fail every day but, because of Abraham, I can be confident in
the love of God in spite of my stupidities, misgivings, errors, vanity, fear and just baby-like
selfishness. God is faithful as long as I don’t give up on his faithfulness. I often say, “even if I
must go to hell, I will go praising His name.” 

There will be consequences of our sin. Often we do not think ahead about the possible
results of what our actions may entail. Not only do we hurt ourselves – we may hurt our
loved ones and in hurting our enemies we build an environment that is more hostile to our
daily lives and our family members as well. 

It is a pretty basic formula: we will be tested, we must make choices and there will be
consequences.  The difference in a worldly/materialistic  response is  that while they can
only choose based on their desires and perceived needs, we as Christians can choose with
the help of the Spirit to achieve a Godly response. The world is alone but we are never
alone. 



Genesis 13: God Blesses Abraham in What At First Glance Seems a Poor
Choice

Abraham and Lot come out of Egypt and decide they must part ways. Abraham gives first
choice of the land to Lot and he takes the choicest looking land not knowing it would be a
money pit.  Lot gets  Sodom, and Abraham gets Canaan.  God promises Abraham that his
descendants would be as numerous as the dust or sand of the Earth. One estimate of the
number  of  the  sands  of  the  earth  is  about  75  to  17 power.  This  is,  of  course,  blatant
hyperbole – which just goes to show that even God uses extreme exaggeration to make a
point – and it  is  needful to be careful when we make personal interpretations of  Bible
scripture; there is such a thing as too much literal-ism. 

Lot heads off  down the plains of Jordan and Abraham ambles towards Hebron and the
Palestinian  oaks  of  Mamre.  Nice  symbolism found in the  oak  –  long living,  strong and
useful. Acorns can grow from a single small seed into a whole forest of oaks which is an
appropriate analogy for Abraham. And one of those oaks would bless all men. 



Genesis 14: Melchizedek – the Mysterious
There  was  a  powerful  king  named  Kedorlaomer  who,  with  some  other  lesser  kings,
attacked the kings in the Dead Sea area, south of Jerusalem. They defeated those kings of
Sodom and that area, and ran them off into their own pits and hills. He then took Lot when
he sacked Sodom. Abraham heard about it and called on a few associates and using only
318 of his own men, ran after Kedorlaomer, defeated him and his kings with some sneaky
strategy (and God’s help) and rescued his “brother” Lot. 

Coming back home, he ran into the king of Jerusalem – Melchizedek. Genesis is not too
specific  about  him  but  he  is  described  as  “without  father,  without  mother,  without
genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like unto the Son of
God, abides a priest continually. ” in Hebrews 7:3. Some folks think it was Jesus, some think
he was a man who never died, others that he was just a God-fearing man who prophesied 
and was symbolic of Jesus who would be a king and a priest. 

Finally, Abraham meets the latest king of Sodom and though the king offered him gifts, he
would not take a shoelace. We can safely attach ourselves to God-fearing men but we need
to stay away from attaching ourselves to the Godless. 



Genesis 15: Abram – Man of Doubt and Faith
Abram was concerned about his progeny – he was old and he had no heirs from his own
body. So God appeared to him to promise a great line of descendants as well a land for them
to live in that was currently occupied. He also prophesied about Abram’s children living in
a “strange” land (Egypt) who would be judged accordingly for their mistreatment of the
Israelite people. 

Now the personal lesson I take away from this chapter is that Abraham was counted as
righteous for his belief in God – YET – he then asks God – how will I know that you will
fulfill your promise to me? I am so happy to hear Abram question God because I do the
same thing constantly – I tell God I believe in Him with all my heart and I trust Him to take
care of me – and then I wonder, “how will He take care of me?” I don’t question that God
exists, I don’t question He will help me through the trials of life and answer my prayers but
I often question if He will answer them in a particular way that I think is an appropriate
response. I often forget who God is and that He knows the best solution and that I often ask
for a rock when He wants to give me bread. But we have to believe He exists, that He cares
for us and we have to ask. Thank you Abr(ah)am. 



Genesis 16: The Coming of the Arabs
Abram and Sarai still had no children so they conspired to hurry things along by having
Sarai’s  handmaid have a child with Abram. But things  didn’t  work out cozily and Sarai
ended up making Hagar run away. Hagar runs into an angel of the Lord (was it the Lord?)
who convinces her to return and prophecies that Hagar would birth a nation. 

When the Lord tells you to do something, you should just wait on Him no matter how long
it takes. But it is different with us today – we don’t get specific instructions from the Lord,
we get the Word, we get guidance from the Spirit. Still, we should wait on the Lord. 

So, if God knows the Arabs are going to cause so much turmoil in all future generations,
why did He allow Hagar to live? I have no answer. Perhaps it is all part of a master plan.
Perhaps it is just the inevitable result of Abram and Sarai’s and Hagar’s foibles. Could it be
that Satan made some sort of agreement with God that he would get a following too. The
Arabs,  through Muhammad, have certainly not been friendly with Christians in general,
though they too are invited to salvation. And no matter what spin you put on it, the Muslim
religion  is  antithetical  to  Judaism  and  Christianity.  So  much  turmoil  from  such  small
beginnings – sin is a gust that can beget a hurricane. 

Father, help me to wait on You with faith, prayer and perseverance. 



Genesis 17: Circumcision
God appears to Abram, renews his promise, changes his and Sarai’s names. God then tells
Abram to circumcise all males in his family. He then tells him that he will have his son
through Sarai in the following year and that his blessing will be fulfilled through his son
Issac – and Abram laughs. 

Circumcision - lots of controversy today about it – is it healthy, is it safe, is it necessary,
does it traumatize the child. Jews still do it, many, perhaps most Westerners do it, Muslims
do it from age 8 days old to 13 years old. Frankly I don’t know. Glad my mom did it to me. I
certainly don’t remember the pain if there was any. Some say that sexual stimulation is
lessened if one is circumcised. Others say it is useful for preventing certain infections. But
for the Jews it was a sign required to participate in the covenant. 

Some folks  believe  there  is  a  similarity between circumcision and baptism.  I  see  more
differences than commonalities. 

Abraham immediately carries out his circumcision responsibilities, even to himself which
must have been VERY painful at his age. I know someone who had it done in his late thirties
and he said it was the most painful thing he had experienced in his life , and he has had a
great familiarity with pain. 

Sometimes  following  God  requires  enduring  a  certain  amount  of  distress,  discomfort,
unhappiness and maybe a level of torment. Life is not easy without God. But He doesn’t
promise us easy street with Him. We just have to take the long view. 

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13 



Genesis 18: God Promises Abraham a Son – Judges Sodom
Sarah laughed when she heard from three visitors to Abraham that she would have a child
the following year. (And I don’t really blame her as she was too old to physically have a
child.) Two of the men were angels and one was God. Then the angels went toward Sodom
to evaluate their evil behavior and God stayed behind to argue with Abraham about His
disposition of Sodom. 

I take from this chapter that we have a voice with God. We can argue our case with Him and
He will listen and consider. When I grew up I thought of God as a cold monarch who judged
us harshly for our failures but now I have softened over the years and see the loving father
with whom we can talk and reason. 

Abraham doesn’t just dive straight in and say to God, “if you can find five good souls in
Sodom, will you relent from destroying them?” – rather he gently probes God’s heart with
50,45,40,30,20,10. It seems Abraham goes from 50 to 45 to see if God is willing to deal and
then when he is successful, decreases the number by tens. God may be a monarch but he
deals with his children like a father. Another reason to love Him so. 



Genesis 19: Destruction of Sodom
The two angels of the previous chapter appear in Sodom where Lot, Abraham's nephew, is
living with his family. They attracted the attention of the men of Sodom (Sodomites) who
wanted to have sex with them. Lot offered his daughters in their place but the Sodomites
were not interested. The angels protected Lot by blinding the men. This incident provoked
the angels to declare that the city was lost. The angels forcibly removed Lot, his wife and
two unmarried daughters from the city. Then came the destruction. 

The destruction of the cities of the plain is plainly evident, even today. Almost pure sulfur
balls still dot the area, the land is scorched to ash, a once bountiful agricultural area can
grow nothing and the sea is a dead pool of salt and other chemicals. Lots wife probably
tried to  return to the  city  and was killed and encrusted in  salt  (Coffman).  Lot  and his
daughters escaped to Zoar and then to the mountains. In a mountain cave, Lot’s daughters
got him drunk and had sex with him to propagate their lineage which eventually resulted in
the Moabite and Ammonite tribes, two bitter enemies of the Jews. 

What a sensational story. Sodom and the other cities of the plain that were destroyed look

forward to the coming destruction of our world once it becomes even more evil than it is
today.  Sin  is  progressive  –  it  accumulates  and  grows  exponentially  until  it  destroys
everything that is good and then destroys itself. The angels had to force Lot to leave the city
– such is sin's attraction that it blinds us to the right path. All the cities of the plain, except
Zoar,  were  destroyed.  Evidently  they  were  as  evil  as  Sodom.  Sin  is  contagious.  It  is
interesting how the negative connotation of  the word “sodomite” as survived for these
several thousand years. Lot’s wife is an example of the lure and danger of turning back to
sin. Sin is attractive and deadly. 

Finally, such is the effect of a righteous man’s prayer for a sinner – even Lot was saved
against his will by the petitions of Abraham. “Confess therefore your sins one to another,
and pray one for another,  that  ye  may be  healed.  The supplication of  a  righteous man
availeth much in its working.” (James 5:16)





Genesis 20: Abraham Deceives Abimelech
Abraham travels  and  encounters  Abimelech,  king  of  Gerar.  Abimelech takes  a  shine  to
Sarah because Abraham lets it be known that she is his sister, not wife. This results in the
intervention of God who curses Abimelech and his family and who appears in a dream to
Abimelech to let him know the truth of the matter. Abimelech is a pretty righteous man and
God gives him a break. Abimelech reproaches Abraham and Sarah but gives them gifts. As a
result, God backs down on his curse of Abimelech. 

Fear inevitably leads to sin and death and not necessarily our own but to those of ones
around us. Abraham got caught out but would not even own up to his deception. He even
blames God by saying,  “He caused me to wander from my father’s house.” And even to
Sarah he says, “be kind to me by lying about our relationship”.  After Abimelech finds out
the truth then Abraham resorts to, “well, she IS my sister”. 

Abimelech is sorry for his mistake, gives gifts all around, even coins for a veil for Sarah so
that others will not see her face (Is she still beautiful even in her 90s?) and make the same
mistake. Perhaps God even inspired Abimelech to do this to stop Abraham and Sarah from
continuing this deception. Abimelech is then forgiven by God and blessed with children
again. 

We can again see that God can be reasoned with even by a pagan such as Abimelech. And
He puts up with our fears and human foibles. 

Thank you Father  for  your  long-suffering  patience with  me.  Sometimes,  because  I  fear
those around me, I resort to dissimulation and pretense. Forgive me and correct me Father
and restrain your anger. 



Genesis 21: God Loves Everyone
At 100 and 90 years of age, respectively,  Abraham and Sarah have their first son: Issac.
Ishmael is about 17 years old and evidently taunts Issac who is about two or three. This
forces  Sarah to  force  Abraham to expel  Hagar  and Ishmael.  They travel  south  towards
Egypt and get lost without any water. Fearing their deaths they cry to God who saves them.
They settle in the desert and Ishmael marries a girl from Egypt. And a large nation is born
in what becomes… Arabia. 

Meanwhile,  back in  Gerar  where Abraham is  living,  there  arises  a  dispute  over  a  well.
Abraham makes a treaty with Abimelech and secures official rights to his own well and
calls it Bersheba. The well, nearly 4000 years old, is still there to this day. 

God has his own timetable it seems. He promises Abraham and Sarah a child and then 25
years later he fulfills His promise. He promises to come back to Earth and 2000 years later
we are still waiting. But He never breaks His promise – so hold on. 

It  is  interesting that  just  as Ishmael  persecutes Issac at  a young age,  so the Arabs will
persecute the Jews throughout history. 

I still do not understand why God would allow Ishmael to grow into a large nation who will
persecute the Jews and the rest of the world. But He loves all men and has His reasons. 



Genesis 22: Abraham Shines and Christ Foretold
God calls Abraham to take Issac, his “only” son, to a mountain in Moriah. This could well
have been the same place where Jesus was crucified, but we don’t know for sure. Abraham
expects a sacrifice will be provided but lo and behold it turns out he must kill Issac on an
altar. And so Abraham prepares to strike the fatal blow but at the last instant, his hand is
stayed by an angel. God is pleased by Abraham’s faith and promises him a nation or seed as
great in number as the stars of heaven. 

This is one of the most critical events in the Old Testament. Issac, the only son of Abraham,
is cast as a type or symbol or prophecy of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. In both cases God
provides  a  “lamb”,  the  sacrifices  are  bound  and  placed  on  wood,  and  a  host  of  other
“coincidences”. Some think even that Issac and Jesus, who were products of a miraculous
birth, may have been the same age or about 33 years old. 

The number of stars in heaven can be looked at in two ways: one, is that there are in fact
about 10 to the 23rd or 24th power stars or, two, that on a good night a person can see
about 5000 stars. I personally think the metaphor is just a symbolic statement that means,
“Abraham, you are going to have a lot of descendants”, both physical and spiritual. 

Abraham was vindicated. Earlier he had made some serious errors of judgment but here he
did the right thing without pause. And because of his behavior, we were given the “seed” or
Jesus  Christ  who became  our  salvation.  Adam failed his  test  and all  men were cursed.
Abraham passed his test and all men were blessed. 

I only hope that if I am tested to such an extent that Abraham was, I won’t fail. 



Genesis 23: Burial of Sarah at Mechpelah
Sarah dies  at  Hebron in Canaan and Abraham barters  for  a  burial  cave and field  from
Ephron. While Abraham is offered the burial site for free, he wants to buy the cave and so
Ephron sells him the cave and the field where it is located for a lot of money. 

The cave today is covered by a shrine called the Tomb of the Patriarchs. It is controlled by
both Jews and Muslims and each are not allowed to visit the others areas except on a few
special days of the year – but visitors (pagans) can visit all areas – ironic. The actual cave is
closed off and cannot be visited. 

Abraham and Sarah, Issac and Rebekah, Jacob and Leah were buried in the cave. 

The history of the cave would make for a great historical action novel. It even includes the
Crusaders who may have stolen the bones and sold them to visiting penitents. In the 1980s
a group of Jews stole into the blocked off cave and found pottery and bones that dated to
the time of Abraham. When the Muslims found out, they were livid and the cave entrance
was  sealed  off  with  concrete.  Muslims  hate  and  try  to  destroy  any evidence  of  Jewish
precedence. 

I love archaeology because it always supports the historicity of the Bible and it buttresses
my faith. Atheists contest the Biblical narrative but even the bones and stones cry out the
truth of God. 



Genesis 24: The Procurement of a Wife for Issac
Abraham makes a servant swear to go to Nahor where Abraham’s brother lived and find a
wife of his own people for Issac. The servant goes and God indicates to him the woman He
wants who turned out to be Abraham’s niece. The servant then appropriately thanked God.
Then after giving gifts all around, the servant took Rebekah away from her family and back
to Abraham’s home where she encountered Issac and was married. 

Reading one commentary I see that it supposes the faithful servant as prefiguring the Holy
Spirit who brings us to Christ. Another commentary preaches a sermon on how we should
not be unequally yoked with pagans. 

I just see a beautifully detailed story of how God answers prayer to faithful petitioners and
how a faithful  woman chose to immediately leave her home and family to follow God’s
directives. 

Father, I don’t get vocal directives from you. I have your Holy Spirit living within me but
often I can’t hear what it tells me or I don’t listen well and sometimes I neglect your Word.
Help me to actively seek your will in my daily life. 



Genesis 25: Jacob and Esau and the Birthright
After Sarah dies, Abraham takes another wife, Keturah. By her he has six more sons who he
sends away because Issac will become his sole heir. Then Abraham at 175 years old dies
and is buried alongside Sarah. Ishmael has twelve sons before he dies. Issac has twin sons,
Esau and Jacob. Esau was red hairy man and a hunter, while Jacob was a quiet stay at home
guy. In one incident in their lives, Esau came in hungry from hunting and begged Jacob to
trade a bowl of beans for his birthright – which he did. 

What  happened  to  the  twelve  tribes  of  Ishmael?  Mostly  they  faded  from  history.  The
Haddads are a tribe in Arabia who have become mostly Christian. Ironic. 

Esau seemed to care only for the things of the world and so it was easy for him to throw
away his promised blessings that God made through Abraham. Perhaps Jacob was sly in his
maneuvering to get the blessings of Abraham and Issac but he was more spiritually inclined
than Esau. Giving the promised seed line through Esau would be like giving responsibility
to a beggar. 

Though I did not nor could not obtain my birthright through subterfuge, I pray that I will
not squandered it for a bowl of beans. 



Genesis 26: Issac the Negotiator
During a famine,  Issac was thinking of going to Egypt but God told him to go to Gerar.
However, the apple doesn’t roll far from the tree and he used the same deception as his
father by calling his wife his sister. In this case it was a lie unless your cousin is your sister.
Abimelech  probably  caught  on  pretty  quick  and  warned  his  people  not  to  touch  her.
Anyway, God blessed Issac with great wealth and Abimelech told him to move away a little.
So he redug his father‘s wells that had been filled in by Abimelechs men. The first two wells
the herders of Gerar claimed as their own but he got to keep the third well which he called
Rehoboth. Issac went to Beersheba and dug another well and God blessed him even more.
Then Abimelech was afraid of how great Issac was becoming so he went to him and made a
treaty. 

Esau did what he should not have done and took two Hittite wives which became a source
of contention. 

Had this been Esau, he probably would have went to war with the Philistines but Issac was
ever the negotiator and finally won out through peaceful means. I have a real problem with
other people's behavior upsetting me and I hope I can take a page from Issac’s book – God
will bless us, given the opportunity and by being patient. 



Genesis 27: Esau's Blessing Comes to Jacob
The intrigue in the story where Jacob obtains Esau’s birthright is considerable. Rebekah
and Jacob conspire to trick Issac out of Esau’s blessing by using camel-hair on his skin and
other devices to make Issac think Jacob is Esau. Jacob gets the blessing from Issac. Esau and
Issac are shocked by the event and Esau threatens death to Jacob. Rebekah even invokes a
curse on herself for what they are doing and in fact sends Jacob away, never to be seen
again by her. 

There is a lot of discussion and argument about justifying Rebekah’s and Jacob’s trickery.
Was Issac wrong in trying to bless Esau when he knew what kind of man he was? God
seemed  to  make  it  obvious  that  He  would  bless  the  younger  son  through  his  earlier
prophecy to  Rebekah.  Esau had in  fact  sold  his  blessing  to  Jacob for  the  bowl  of  soup
though  Esau  may  have  made  a  distinction  between  birthright  and  blessing.  Esau  was
obviously an unbeliever as he had married Philistine women, so Jacob seemed the natural
choice as principle heir. It is difficult to say who was guilty of subterfuge and who was
following the providence of God. Could be that it was some of both. 

Sometimes we are not  direct  in  our  dealings with others;  perhaps a little  dishonest  or
under-handed or cunning. I should not fear the repercussions of being open and upfront
with others,  knowing that this is Godly and virtuous behavior which will  lead to better
relations with God and man. 



Genesis 28: Jacob's Ladder Who is Christ
Issac tells Jacob to go to the house of Laban, the brother of Rebekah, to get a wife and to not
take a Canaanite wife. He also gives a final blessing on Jacob. So Jacob left Beersheba to go
to Haran, a distance of about 500 miles. But on the third day out he stops to sleep and uses
a stone for a pillow. He has a dream or vision of a ladder stretching from Heaven to Earth
with God at the top and angels ascending and descending the ladder. God blesses Jacob and
promises him a great lineage. Jacob awakes, takes the stone and makes a monument of it

and vows allegiance to God as well as one tenth of all his belongings. 

Coffman believes the ladder is a type or symbol or metaphor for Jesus Christ and John 1:51
(“And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye shall see the heaven opened, and
the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.”) seems to lend some
validity to this assumption. Jesus is the go-between for God and man. It is surprising that
we do not see more memes of a ladder representing Christ.
A vision seems to be a much more powerful dream. I do not remember most dreams. I don’t
know that I have ever had a vision but one time I did have a religiously themed dream that
was so vivid and compelling that it could have been inspired of God. But Jacob’s ladder
vision was unmistakable in it's supernatural nature, source and significance,  and spoke not
just to Jacob but to all men. 



Genesis 29: Jacob Labors to Get Two Wives
Jacob arrived in Haran after approximately 3 to 4 weeks of traveling to encounter one of his
future wives at a well,  Rachel,  who he immediately fell in love with. Laban did a tricky
maneuver and got Jacob to work for Rachel’s hand in marriage for seven years, after which
he substituted Leah, the older less attractive sister, and got another seven years labor out
of Jacob. Rachel may have been in on the scheme as well. Oh well, Jacob ends up getting
back at Laban later. 

God chooses Leah as the favored wife though Jacob loves Rachel the most. Rachel has no
children so far and Leah has four. 

Men love the most beautiful, the strongest, the fastest, the richest but God loves to use the
less beautiful, the weaker, the slower, and the poorest to accomplish His will. Though Leah
is the “hated” one, or at least the one loved least of the two, through her came David and
Jesus. 

I need to have the eyes of God; to see not what appeals to the eyes but what comes from the
heart. 



Genesis 30: Jacob Increases in Children and Cattle
Rachel and Leah contend with each other to have children by giving their handmaids to
Jacob.  Eventually  Jacob  has  12  sons  and  one  daughter  through  the  four  women.  Some
superstitious  shenanigans  go  on  between  Rachel  and  Leah  over  a  kind  of  fruit  that
supposedly made one more prone to bearing children. 

After Jacob has fulfilled his 14 years of indentured servitude to Laban he wants to leave.
But he has no livestock so he bargains again with Laban to take all the partly colored or
black livestock, of which there were fewer, and leave the others to Laban. Jacob then breeds
the animals through either a superstitious, or some currently unknown, methodology to
increase the number of partly colored animals. He did intentionally breed lesser stock for
Laban. In the end God blesses Jacob with a large number of animals and prosperity as he
said he would. 

There seems to be no truly innocent parties in these often hostile interactions. Regardless,
Jacob comes out the winner as he must. 

How must one behave today towards our friends and loved ones and even enemies is very
different and even easier to accomplish: love one another. That love will cover a multitude
of sins, and conspiracies, and scheming and conniving. Today we have the very Spirit of God
living within us.  Lord help me to rely on you and to treat my fellow humans with Love. 



Genesis 31: Laban Pursues Jacob
Laban and his family felt that Jacob had basically stolen all Laban’s wealth. God told Jacob it
was time to leave so while Laban was off shearing his sheep, Jacob packed everything up
and left.  Unknown to Jacob, Rachel stole Laban’s terephim or gods. Laban then pursued
Jacob but before he caught up with him, God appeared to Laban in a dream and told him he
better treat him decently. Laban accused Jacob of stealing his gods and so searched Jacob's
camp but could not find them because Rachel was sitting on them on her camel.  Jacob
becomes angry with Laban and accuses Laban of taking advantage of him for twenty years.
Laban says everything that Jacob has belongs to him. But the argument goes no further and
they agree to vow friendship and part ways. 

Laban is basically a covetous man who only cares about riches. Jacob cares more about
pleasing God. Their relationship with each other is a war of theologies. Earthly gods and
desires versus the God of Abraham and Issac who is the only active and effective god. 

The behavior of Rachel is puzzling. Why did she steal Laban’s idols? One theory is that she
thinks they could be used to find Jacob and company (Clarke). Another is that she wants to
take them away from Laban so that he will turn to the God of Abraham. Well, motives can
be a secret of the heart and we may never know. 

Had  not  God  interceded,  Laban may well  have  attacked  Jacob.  Father,  I  pray  that  You
intercede constantly to keep me at peace with all men. 



Genesis 32: Jacob Wrestles With God
While Jacob is traveling south, he is met by some angels and he calls the place Mahanaim.
He wants to give Esau a heads-up that he is coming and so sends some messengers ahead
to warn him but they return with the news that Esau and 400 armed men are headed his
way. This alarms Jacob so that he divides his possessions and family into groups and sends
gifts  to  Esau  to  console  him.  Remaining  behind  alone,  Jacob  encounters  an  angel  and
wrestles him and ends up being wounded by the angel.  The angel is  God who changes
Jacob’s name to Israel. Jacob asks the angel's name who does not give it - as he expects
Israel to know who He is. He then limps off the field of battle. 

I believe the angels, who only Jacob can see, are meant to stop him from proceeding further
as this is where God will have a physical set-to with Jacob. 

Jacob  makes  some  good  logistical  maneuvers  and  divides  his  people  and  animals  into
groups  to  deal  with  Esau  and  then  leaves  the  results  in  God’s  hands.  This  is  a  very
reasonable strategy for me today; do what I can and then let God. 

He then encounters God in the form of a man who wants a physical fight. I am not sure of
the  symbology  of  this  encounter  but  Coffman  makes  an  interesting  supposition:  Jacob
prevails in the wrestling match by surrender, confession and pleading. ” Cling to the Lord,
and never let go!” A wonderful visual. 



Genesis 33: Jacob and Esau Reunite
Esau arrives with his 400 men and Jacob bows before him but Esau embraces Jacob as his
long lost brother. Jacob then offers half his herds to Esau as a gift, which he refuses, but
after further encouragement accepts. Now the friendship is formal and agreed. Esau wants
Jacob to go with him to his home in Seir but Jacob insists he will follow later. Esau returns
home and Jacob enters  Canaan,  the  Promised Land,  for  the  first  time,  buys  some land,
builds an altar and settles down. 

Knowing the nature of Esau, it is surprising his amiable and brotherly treatment of Jacob. It
is  so easy to  chew on past  hurts  which only  accumulate  into  mountains  of  hatred but
perhaps  Esau  had  mellowed  over  the  twenty  years,  seeing  how  he  himself  had  been
blessed. 

Remembered injuries only damage the one who cannot forget them. Help me Lord to let it
go, let it go, let it go. 



Genesis 34: The Rape of Dinah
Leah’s daughter, Dinah, decided to check out the young girls of Shechem. The leader of the
city’s son, also named Shechem, got involved with her and took her home and basically
raped her. He then wanted her for a wife and got his father, Hamor, to approach Jacob. But
when Jacob’s sons found out that their sister had been raped and kidnapped, they were
itching for a fight. Hamor, the ruler, plotted to intermarry with Jacob’s clan and absorb their
wealth.  Jacob’s  sons  counter-plotted  revenge  by  insisting  the  men  of  Shechem  be
circumcised, as they were, before they would marry. The men of Shechem agreed and then
the  brothers  of  Dinah  went  and  killed  them  all  when  they  were  bed-bound  by  the
circumcision.  Following  the  brutality,  all  the  sons  of  Jacob  sacked  the  city  and  took
possessions, women, children and animals. Jacob was troubled that the Canaanites in the
land would destroy him but his sons felt it was worth it to avenge their sister. 

Some commentaries show the necessity of this carnage to keep Jacob’s bloodline pure and
that God has to work through even broken and sinful men to accomplish His ultimate plan.
It would have been wonderful to see how His plan would have been implemented through
Godly behavior on the part of Jacob’s sons. We will never know. However, this story gives
me hope in my life that even though I am a sinful and flawed vessel,  God can turn my
imperfections to accomplish His will and salvage my pitiful behavior to His and my glory. 



Genesis 35: Jacob Now Called Israel
Jacob packs up and leaves for Bethel. The people of the land did not attack Jacob because of
a fear of his God that had been instilled in them. God appears again to Jacob and renews his
promises  of  blessing  and  calls  him Israel.  Rachel  dies  after  delivering  her  second  son,
Benjamin and is buried at Bethlehem. Issac, at 180 years of age, dies and is buried by Jacob  
and Esau. 

Jacob buries Rachel by the side of the road at Bethlehem. A monument is set up there and
the tomb is  there to this day where Jews go to pray.  An armed fortress has been built
around  the  monument  and it  is  accessible  only  by  riding  in  on  a  bulletproof  bus.  The
custom of placing a stone upon a grave supposedly came from Israel’s setting up a stone for
Rachel.  When  I  visited  Israel,  a  young  German  boy  showed  me  to  the  grave  of  Oskar
Schindler where I added a stone to his tomb. 

When God hems us in with his protection, who can possible hurt us? 



Genesis 36: Edom, the Land of Esau
Edom is the land southeast of the Dead Sea. Edom means red and may have come from
Esau’s selling of his birthright for red soup or it could have come from the red limestone
hills of Edom. Edom was populated by the Horites before he moved there and he eventually
assimilated and displaced them. His genealogy is presented here to possibly show that his
children were not the promised lineage leading to Jesus. Edom had chiefs, dukes and kings.
Eventually Edom produced the Idumaen (in Greek) line of Herods. 

What happened to the Edomites? They persecuted and fought against Israel.  Eventually
they were absorbed by the middle eastern countries and disappeared as a cultural identity. 

Esau possessed his land in his lifetime but his posterity would die out, Jacob would never
see the fulfillment of his promise which was long in coming but resulted in the coming of
the Messiah and the adoption of the Gentiles into a world-wide family. 

God fulfills his promises but in timelines that no single human can anticipate or experience
themselves. The only way I will ever be able to fully appreciate God's master planning and
redemption of the world is to participate through Jesus Christ as the apostle John tells us. If
I am a child of promise, I will inherit His kingdom. If I am not a child of promise, I will die
out to history just as Esau’s descendants did. 



Genesis 37: Joseph Begins His Journey
Seventeen year old Joseph, the favorite son of Jacob, brought to his father’s attention the
unfavorable  activities  of  his  brothers.  He  also  had  two  dreams  that  he  related  to  his
brothers and father in  which they treated him as an exalted person.  These happenings
provoked extreme hatred on the part of the brothers toward Joseph. One time while the
brothers were away with the flocks in Shechem, Jacob sent Joseph to check up on them.
When he was seen from a distance by the brothers they conspired to kill him but due to the
intervention of the oldest brother Reuben, they put him in a pit. While Reuben was away,
the brothers sold him to some Ishmaelites traveling to Egypt. They took his coat, covered it
in blood and told their father he had been killed by a wild animal. The Ishmaelites sold
Joseph to Potiphar, an officer of the Pharaoh of Egypt. So begins the saga of the Israelite
nation that occupies the remainder of the book of Genesis. 

Many  commentaries  relate  how  Joseph  portrays  a  type  of  Christ  through  his  betrayal,
arrest, and salvation of the Jews. There are probably ten or more parallels that could be
made of Joseph and Jesus and yet the New Testament does not utilize that literary device.
Surprising. 

Joseph seems very naive in the way he treats his brothers. Does he not realize he will incur
their wrath and revenge at some point – especially when in their company so far from the
protective eye of his father? Regardless, God uses the foolish behavior of men to accomplish
His will. 



Genesis 38: Tamar the Canaanite Becomes an Ancestor of Christ
There is a side story here that has nothing directly to do with Joseph but which is very
important nontheless. Judah, a son of Jacob, had three sons. The first two were wicked in
God’s eyes and He killed them. The wife of the first son, Tamar, was a good woman that
wanted a child so she conspired to disguise herself as a prostitute and have sex with Judah,
who’s wife had died. She was clever though and kept some of Judah’s personal possessions
as proof they had sex. When it was determined she was pregnant, Judah wanted to have her
burned alive but when she produced his possessions, he had to admit his wrong doing and
that the child and heir was his. Tamar had twins, one of which would continue the blood-
line to Christ. 

The lineage of Jesus Christ has some non-Jews mixed within. But they were all believers or
converts. This seems to be a desirable characteristic that God makes use of throughout the
history of Jews and Christians alike: it is not the lineage, or law, or words that He desires –
it  is  the  heart.  Father,  I  know my behavior  is  despicable  sometimes,  but my heart  will
always be Yours. 



Genesis 39: The Imprisonment of Joseph
Joseph  was  a  good  administrator  and  God  was  always  with  him,  no  matter  the
circumstances. In the Egyptian Potiphar’s house, he became the second in command and
chief of the servants. But Potiphar had an unfaithful wife, perhaps because Potiphar had to
become a eunuch to be promoted to his position. She tried to involve Joseph in a sexual
liaison but he was faithful to his master and to God. She then entrapped him and Potiphar
had no choice  but  to send him to  prison.  But  even in prison,  God blessed him and he
became the jailer's assistant. 

Once one pledges faithfulness to God,  life  does not become a bed of roses.  It  can even
become  a  bed  of  thorns.  In  fact  it  would  seem  fantastical  that  every  time  a  person
committed themselves to God, problems would just disappear. There would be no atheists
in the world. God calls His followers to endure trials for His good reasons. I wish I knew
when he was trialing me and for what motive. But, whether to promote His agenda or to
suffer my just punishment, I know that He works all things together for my good (Romans
8:28). 



Genesis 40: Joseph Interprets Dreams
While  in  prison,  Joseph  has  an  opportunity  to  interpret  two  dreams  from  two  fellow
prisoners, the Pharaoh’s chief wine steward and Pharaoh’s chief baker. Joseph relates to
the wine steward a favorable outcome and to the baker his impending death. Joseph asks
the wine steward to remember him favorably to Pharaoh, but he forgets. Joseph remains in
prison. 

It is kind of interesting that Joseph uses the same expression “lift up thy head” to talk about
two very different  judgments.  The wine steward’s  head is  lifted to  a restoration of  his
status and position, the baker’s is lifted from his shoulders. 

Joseph had great faith and patience and I am reminded of the fruits of the Spirit: love, joy,
peace,  patience,  kindness,  goodness,  faithfulness,  and self-control.  If  Joseph can embody
each of these attributes in such miserable circumstances, then I have no excuse and great
motivation to express them in my certainly more agreeable condition. 



Genesis 41: Joseph Becomes Most Powerful Man in Egypt
The Pharaoh, which one we are not sure, has a couple of dreams that none of his advisers
can interpret. So, the wine steward finally remembers that two years ago, Joseph was an
interpreter  of  dreams.  Joseph is  taken from prison and  introduced  to  the  Pharaoh.  He
interprets his dreams as an impending seven years of plentiful crops followed by seven
years of world-wide famine. Pharaoh is so impressed he elevates Joseph to his second in
command and the architect of their salvation. Joseph implements a crop storing strategy.
He marries an Egyptian woman and has two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. 

There is some disagreement about who the Pharaoh was at this time. Some think it was
Sesostris III, others that it was a Hyksos ruler related to the Hebrews. 

Pharoah’s court magicians are comparable to today’s experts. We place so much faith in our
experts, who are for the most part atheists. Atheists place their trust in scientism or the
religion of science which is a materialistic stance that abhors the very creator of science,
God. I  see Joseph as a type for Christians. We place our ultimate trust in God and then
through reasonable actions based on Biblical  principles and the urging of the Spirit,  we
know how to respond to the vicissitudes of life. 



Genesis 42: Joseph's Pretense
Jacob heard that there was food to be gotten in Egypt so he sends his sons there, except for
Benjamin, the youngest, to buy grain. They come to Joseph, not knowing it was him, and
bow to  him.  Joseph accuses  them of  being spies,  puts Simeon in prison,  and sends the
others back home to fetch Benjamin so as to prove they are not spies. He also secrets their
money in their bags of grain. When they return to Jacob they find the money and become
fearful. Jacob does not want to lose Benjamin, the brother of Joseph. Perhaps he doesn’t
trust his sons for some reason. 

So, the dreams of Joseph have come true. Joseph also learns that Reuben tried to save him
so that is why Simeon was arrested. 

Sin catches up with us. We know the truth when we have sinned, God knows the truth,
perhaps others know as well. If we had the gift of foresight, we could tell ourselves that one
day we would be caught out. And then, when finally the truth has been revealed, we live the
remainder of our days in regret. It is just better not to sin. 



Genesis 43: Joseph's Brothers Return to Egypt
Reuben’s offer of his sons as collateral to Jacob is ignored but Judah offers himself as a
security for Benjamin and this convinces Jacob, against his better wishes, for the brothers
to take Benjamin and travel back to Egypt a second time with more money and gifts to
secure more grain. Joseph receives them into his own house and, still disguised, gives them
a feast, orders them at the table in the order of their birth and honors Benjamin the most. 

I wonder what was going on through the brothers minds when they sat at table in the order
of their births? How could Joseph know? How could they not recognize their own brother?
Joseph was most probably, in the fashion of the Egyptians, clean shaven and had makeup
on his face, and they probably never saw their brother without a beard. 

Help me Father to be honorable as Judah and as loving as Joseph who, though he had an
opportunity for revenge, treated his brothers much more honorably than they treated him,
and to be as penitent as his brothers were for their sins. 



Genesis 44: Joseph Continues the Trial of His Brothers
Joseph then sends his brothers back to their home but unknown to them he puts their
money in their sacks and a silver cup in Benjamin’s. Then when they have gone a ways off,
he has them stopped, accused of theft and brought back. Judah offers to take Benjamin's
place who must become Joseph’s servant as a result of the theft. He tells Joseph that Jacob
would die if he thought anything bad happened to Benjamin. Perhaps Joseph continues his
charade in order to get his father to come to Egypt because if he just sent all the brothers
home, they might never return. Also, as some have thought, he may have wanted to test the
brothers to see if they would come back for Benjamin who may have been the new favored
son of Jacob. 

Here we see that Judah has taken over as the spokesman for the brothers even though
Reuben was the oldest. Judah now seems the most honorable by offering to stay in place of
Benjamin and as such, becomes a type for Christ who offers Himself as the object of wrath
for men’s sin. It is also through the line of Judah that Jesus comes to men.



Genesis 45: Joseph Reveals Himself
Joseph makes everyone except his brothers leave the room and then he tells his brothers, “I
am Joseph”. Well, of course there would be shock and awe and fear. Then he tells them to
not  be afraid, that it was God’s will that he be brought to Egypt and put in a position of
power so as to save his family. The brothers accept his revelation and rejoice. The Pharaoh
is made aware that these are the brothers of Joseph and he tells him to bring his Father and
family from Canaan to Egypt where they will be well taken care of.

There are so many parallels in this story with how God takes care of us, his children. He
uses His providence to work through impure men to accomplish His will and our bounty. 

This story convinces me that God works in completely miraculous and unexpected ways to
bring about man’s redemption. Had God not the power of precognition, such a fantastic tale
could not be true – which is what the materialists of the world try to convince all men, that
the universe is only the product of physical processes. I am grateful that we have an all
seeing Father. 



Genesis 46: Israel Moves to Egypt
Jacob moves his family and possessions to Beersheba, offers sacrifice to God who assures
him that it is His will he go to Egypt and promises he will come back again. About 70 family
members plus wives, servants, flocks and possessions came to the pasture-land of Goshen
in Egypt where Joseph met them and reunited with his father. They settled in Goshen, away
from the Egyptians who abhorred shepherds anyway.

God  appears  to  Jacob  but  in  all  those  years  He  never  told  him  that  Joseph  was  alive
(Coffman). He does not take away all our uncertainties if life and doesn’t explain His plans
but He promises to take care of us . “Therefore I say unto you, Be not anxious for your life,
what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the
life more than the food, and the body than the raiment?” Matthew 6:25).
God had ordained that Israel would increase in a foreign land and prophesied their return
to their own land. It is a long story that covers over 400 years and yet it all comes to pass.
Those who believe the Bible must believe there is a God who knows and acts on those who
have faith in Him. The only alternative is that uninspired men wrote the Bible and inserted
explanatory events to make it seem that there was a foreknowledge of events. If one falls
into the latter camp, then nothing is sacred in the biblical record and nothing can be taken
on faith as any of it could just be a matter of coincidence, falsehood, or accident. It is, in fact,
easier for me to just take the word as inspired truth, then no fabrication or contriving is
necessary. 



Genesis 47: Pharaoh Comes to Own Egypt
Pharaoh gives Jacob the best pasture lands in Egypt to take care of their own and his cattle.
This also ensured the survival of the cattle as one commentary suggested. Egyptians did not
like shepherds and so a natural boundary between the Egyptians and the Israelites existed
to keep them pure. Jacob blesses Pharaoh. When the famine begins, the Egyptians sell all of
their possessions and land to Pharaoh and they promise to give one fifth of the harvests to
him. Meanwhile Jacob continues to prosper and his family grows in Goshen. Then Jacob,
who seems to have been approaching death for a long time now, has Joshua swear to take
his bones back to Canaan.

I  wonder  if  there  had  been an  official  proclamation to  prepare  for  the  seven years  of
famine? It seems all the Egyptians had run out of their own stores of grain in the first year
and beginning in the second year they sold their cattle and land to Pharaoh. Whereas Jacob
and his people prospered. The unbelievers lost their possessions though they still  were
blessed by Joshua’s foresight and survived. 

Jacob and his  children probably  thought  they were  in  for  a  short  stay  but  if  they had
thought about the promise to Abraham, they might have realized that they may be there for
a long 400 years. 

Grain storage silos have been found from about this era in Edfu, Egypt. Some have thought
that the pyramids were also silos but we know that they have no internal storage space and
were built many centuries before Joseph. 

Planning and foresight have their place in the lives of humans. I need to do all I can with the
meager wisdom I have been blessed with and then Let God! 



Genesis 48: Jacob Blesses Joseph's Sons
Joseph travels to Goshen when he hears that Jacob is near death. He takes his two sons who
are blessed by Jacob and who are actually adopted as Jacob’s sons, thereby inheriting a
blessing equal on par with Jacobs other sons. However, when he was blessing the sons of
Joseph, he had seemingly gotten them turned around so that the youngest would have the
greater  blessing.  Though  Joseph objected,  Jacob  maintained  that  he  was  correct  in  the
order. And as history would bear out, the youngest son was the greater in number and
achievements.

Darwin popularized the idea of survival of the fittest and it has become the mantra of the
materialistic world. But God in His wisdom has shown the fitness of the weakest to give
room for His grace. I am always suspect of the richest, most powerful, most eloquent, most
beautiful, finest, wisest, most visible, &c. God invariably shows His hand in what we in the
world consider too meek and mild. 



Genesis 49: The Final Prophecy and Death of Jacob
Jacob foretells what will happen to his twelve sons. Notably, Reuben would not have the
first-born’s prominence because he had sex with Jacob’s concubine, Simeon and Levi were
too violent, Judah would have the preeminence and through him would come “Shiloh” or
the  Messiah  according  to  Jews  and  Christian  apologists.  Joseph,  he  prophesied  would
continue as an earthly power and the other sons would receive their less promising futures.
Jacob then gets Joseph's promise that he will be buried with Leah at Mechpelah. Then Jacob
dies.

The poem of Jacob is quite beautiful and some say it  could not have been written by a
shepherd. I say, “rubbish”. Jacob was an intelligent man blessed by God. One of the great
blessings I have received in studying Genesis is that I came to the realization that one must
believe the stories are true, because if you do not believe they are true, the power of the
Word just becomes words. 



Genesis 50: The Burial of Jacob and the Death of Joseph
Jacob dies at 147 years old and Joseph gets Pharaoh’s permission to take him to Canaan to
be buried with his wife Leah. After the funeral he returns to Egypt. The children of Jacob
grow in number and Joseph gets to see his third generation children and then, before he
dies at 110 years old, he has his children promise to take his bones to Canaan for burial. He
is embalmed and placed in a coffin in Egypt. So ends the chronicle of Genesis which is then
continued in the following book, Exodus.

In the 1980s a partial statue and tomb was discovered of a non-Egyptian ruler. His head-
dress was Semitic, he had a ruler's “throw stick”, was wearing a coat of three colors (red,
black and white) and his tomb was empty.  This was found in the area of Goshen.

Whew! A breathless tale, told from the point of creation, whenever that may have been,
until about 3700 years ago. Creation, the Fall, and the implementation of the the Plan of
salvation of all men to restore them to the lost garden of Eden through a Messiah. Some
commentators try to show that Genesis was a fabrication of many writers and redactors
and not the work of one inspired man, Moses. I truly believe no uninspired man could have
fabricated such an amazing and epic narrative with such detail in geography and validation
by archaeology. Genesis is the true history of Man and the prophecy fulfilled by The Man. 



Afterward

I have no professional theological training other than a minor in biblical studies during my
university education and exposure to many wonderful teachers and ministers during my
high school years at Western Christian College at Weyburn, Saskatchewan, Canada in the
1960s  and 70s. My upbringing in the church was principally as a fundamentalist Christian
but I have lightened up a bit over the passing years.

I started writing this book as a blog – it was a personal challenge to see if I could come up
with  some  thoughts  about  each  chapter  in  Genesis.  But  soon  it  became  more  of  a 
commentary with a personal  life  application.  It  also ended up becoming a motivational
exercise  that  has made my forced retirement more endurable and useful.  I  have never
before studied Genesis to the extent that I did here. The number of hours I spent on each
chapter, researching and writing was only a few but far exceeded the number spent in my
past 65 years. It was such an enjoyable project that I am seriously considering beginning a
layman commentary on another Bible book – perhaps a New Testament book.

Speculation:  questioning and postulating is one form of my meditation on the Word – I
think we all speculate unconsciously every time we read scripture when we picture what
the  characters  may  have  looked  and  acted  like,  their  motivations,  aspirations  and
behaviors.

Sources of information: I used online commentaries from Matthew Henry, James Coffman,
Adam Clarke, and others. It was somewhat disappointing to read how much discussion they
devoted to infighting and criticism of others opinions and preaching, but their expertise
was greatly appreciated and respected. I also researched archaeological sites (websites) for
relevant material and I do have an abiding passion for old stuff. One of my most memorable
vacations was a month spent in Israel  living  in youth hostels  and traveling around the
country by bus and walking to investigate Bible locations. I rode a bicycle around the Sea of
Galilee and discovered that there really is only one place the demon possessed pigs could
have run off a cliff into the sea. Archaeological evidences continue to accrue year by year
that show that the historical accuracy of the Bible is irrefutable.

A  note  about  the  artwork.  The  pictures  are  my  original  paintings,  usually  inspired  or
painted from a  famous artwork,  and  then run through  goart.fotor.com,  which is  an  an
online art manipulation tool that allows one to mimic other art styles.

Finally,  I  hope  readers  of  this  book  will  be  motivated  to  write  their  own  layman
commentary after witnesssing my feeble efforts.

God Bless!
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