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Exodus 1: An Unknown King of Egypt

The generation of Joseph and his brothers passes away but their descendants grew in number 
to perhaps millions. A new king of Egypt who did not know Joseph feared their numbers and 
decided to put them into slavery. He told the midwives to the Hebrews to kill the male 
children. Yet the midwives refused and God blessed them. The king was not a happy person.

_______________________________________________________________

Joseph’s generation leaves the scene but a new one carries on. God will remember us even if 
time erases the history of our presence. Only God’s work is truly memorable but we should be 
content with our small role. Christ is our focal point.

We are not totally sure who this king was or where he came from. He may have just been a 
new family or an outsider. But before I suggest this king’s name, lets look at some of the kings 
who may have been the Pharaoh during the Exodus which happens a few chapters later:

Ramses II (1279 – 1213) and Exodus date of 1250 BC.

King Tutankhamun (Tut) around 1330 BC.

Thutmoses III (1485 – 1431) and Exodus date of 1446 BC. (My vote,)

No Pharaoh – the idea that the Exodus is a myth and that it never happened – the favorite of 
atheistic and anti-Biblical archeologists.

Others – Nepherhotep, Menkaure, Thutmose II, Ahmenhotep II

We may never know his true name and perhaps that provides an ironic and just twist to the 
story. The Egyptians it seems believed that if your image and memory was erased, your soul 
would be erased as well. Did God not want the Pharoah’s name known so that, in Egyptian 
terms, his soul would be lost too? But, I am getting ahead of the story.

My favorite Pharaoh who would have been the King of Egypt while Moses grew up there 
would be Thutmoses II. Appropriate that Moses’s name would have even been taken from his 
adoptive father.

The Hebrews living at Goshen were growing into the millions and this threatened the 
Egyptian king and so he came up with the idea of killing the Hebrew new born males, 
conspiring with the midwives. Now these midwives may have been Hebrew or Egyptian, 
probably Egyptian. And they could have numbered in the hundreds but the story deals with 
only two, perhaps the leaders of the midwives, Shiphrah and Puah (their names are 
remembered) – only two midwives could not have managed hundreds of thousands of births 
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on their own. When they were questioned by the King as to why the baby boys survived, they 
replied that the Hebrew women were tough and gave birth before the midwives could arrive.

Whoever the midwives were, God blessed them as He blesses us when we stand up to the 
Pharaohs of the world.



Exodus 2: The Beginning of Moses, a Type of Christ

Moses was born of Levite parents. Because of the Pharaoh’s command to kill all Hebrew new 
born males, his mother hid him for three months and then had his sister place him in a 
floating ark in the Nile river. His sister, Miriam, watched over him until he was discovered by 
the Pharaoh's daughter who had Moses own mother, Jochebed, nurse him at the suggestion of
Miriam. He was then raised and educated in the royal court.

When he was grown, he observed an Egyptian beating a Hebrew and he killed the Egyptian. 
He was found out by the Pharaoh and ran away to Midian where he rescued some girls from 
some shepherds and took refuge with Reuel and then married his daughter, Zipporah with 
whom he had a son, Gershom.

Meanwhile, back in Egypt, the Pharaoh had died. But the new one was no better and the 
Hebrews were suffering and called out to God for rescue. And God decided to act.

________________________________________________________________

So many parallels with Christ already: Moses was born of Levites who would become a priestly
tribe, adopted by a virgin princess, rejected by his own people, rejected his privileged lifestyle 
to be with his own people and became a shepherd.

At some point in his growing up, he made a decision to serve the Hebrew God. He was privy to
the doctrines of the Egyptian multiplicity of gods and the monotheism of the Hebrews and he 
made his choice – just as all men are called to make a choice between atheism, gods and God 
today.

Midian is on the right side of the right finger of the Red sea and is about 700 miles from 
Goshen. The question is, was Moses fleeing from Goshen or the capital of Egypt, T…..?

Manetho, a 3rd century BC Egyptian historian tells the story differently, that Moses was in 
fact an Egyptian priest who led a rebellion against the many-god Egyptians to a montheistic 
belief group. Of course, once one starts disbelieving one story of the Bible, then whats to stop 
them from disbelieving all of them – the Bible then becomes just a book of myths – and God 
just one of many.
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Exodus 3 – God Appears to Moses

Moses became a shepherd, for 40 years in Midian. First he worked for his father-in-law Reuel 
and then he ended up shepherding for his father-in-law Jethro. Huh? Well Jethro was Reuel’s 
son and inherited Reuels position as head priest and head of his clan, so ok.

Moses saw a bush burning, but the bush did not burn up so he went to investigate. Turns out 
it was God’s way of getting his attention. Moses took off his shoes as requested and God told 
him His plan to bring the Hebrews out of Egypt and into Canaan. Moses wasn’t too keen and 
said Pharaoh would not listen to him nor would the Hebrews. Then Moses said, who am I to 
say sent me? God said Jehovah, the God of Abraham, Issac and Jacob. God tells Moses to 
request that the Hebrews go into the desert for just three days to offer sacrifices to God. But 
God knowing Pharaoh would refuse, planed some catastrophes to convince him to let them go.
Finally he tells Moses to have the women request gold and silver and clothing from the 
Egyptians, who would gladly give them as a parting gift.

________________________________________________________________

The well educated Moses spent forty years as a shepherd and he was eighty years old before 
God spoke to him. God works on His own schedule and sometimes we forget He has a plan for
us. I believe God has a plan for every one who calls on His name but we get impatient, or drift 
along in indifference, or just out and out reject God’s intentions for us. But just as God did not
chastise Moses for his reticence but, in patience, outlined His ideas to Moses – we can still 
wait on the Lord though we doubt our ability and even desire. God will find a way for us to 
serve Him.

The Egyptians worshiped their Pharaoh, and their multiplicity of gods. The Canaanites 
worshiped Baal, and their idols. But God favored His people and they eventually inherited the 
lands and gold of their enemies. God chooses His people and they are the believers, the 
followers and the humble. Arrogance was a failing attribute of the Pharaoh whereas humility 
was the winning trait of Moses.
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Exodus 4: Moses, the Faint-hearted

Moses doesn’t want to be God’s messenger. He asks, “what if they don’t believe me?” So God 
gives Moses two miraculous signs, a staff that can turn into a snake and his hand that can turn
leprous. Still Moses reneges on God’s request by claiming he cannot speak well to which God 
assigns Aaron, Moses’s brother, as his voice. Moses and his family depart for Egypt after 
picking up Aaron along the way. God tells Moses to warn the Pharaoh that if he does not let 
the Hebrews go, He will kill Pharaoh’s first born son.

Moses meets with the elders of the Hebrews and they are convinced by the signs that Moses 
shows them and they worship God.

________________________________________________________________

Moses is a reluctant prophet. I think this is one of the believability hallmarks of the Bible – 
had some anonymous person written this story, they would have made Moses a fearless hero 
who chomped at the bit to fulfill this impossible task. But Moses was like one of us: weak, 
questioning, fearful. I can empathize with Moses because I too am no hero.

Miraculous signs are one of the reasons we can trust the truth of the Word. And because 
people today do not display these kinds of signs, I know that I need to trust the Word – and 
not the words of conniving and self-seeking manipulators. We need to be astute, wise and 
judicious.

I wonder, had the Hebrews an inkling of their coming adventures and misadventures, would 
they have been so eager to accept Moses leadership? The Hebrews were a weak lot that tried 
and failed yet God never gave up on them. It holds out hope for me like an oasis in a parched 
desert.
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Exodus 5: The Trials of the Hebrews Begins

Moses and Aaron approach Pharaoh and ask him to let the Hebrews go in the name of the God
of Israel but Pharaoh does not recognize this God. He then doubles down on the Hebrew 
slaves and requires them to gather their own straw for making bricks in addition to their 
regular duties. When the Hebrews protest, Pharaoh accuses them of laziness. Then the 
Hebrews claim Moses as the culprit for their latest calamity. And just as Adam blamed Eve, 
Moses blamed God.

________________________________________________________________

God could make our lives easy – so why doesn’t he? Why does he require training us through 
adversity, hardship and heartbreak? What exactly is His purpose for allowing the Hebrews to 
dwell in a foreign land for 400 years? It is all according to a plan he devised that takes a long 
view and to which no single living person at that time could divine. But after the fact, and 
looking backward it seems obvious. The Hebrews needed time to grow into the millions, then 
they needed trials to test their faith so that one day they would be mature enough to take a 
land with millions of enemies.

What is God’s plan for me? Will anyone be able to look back over my life years from now and 
see anything more than a chaotic response to circumstance? Will the famous movie star’s life 
mean anything more than a few hundred thousand feet of celluloid recordings of imitation 
life? Will the rich man’s mansion still be standing? Will the great paintings outlast the ravages
of rot and decay?

God has an everlasting plan for those who love and respect Him. Whatever we do in faith or in
failure, will count for something through the love of God. If He wills to chastise or punish or 
reward us in this life it is because we believe in His purpose and trust that He knows the way 
forward for us. Never give up, never surrender!
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Exodus 6: Moses the Chosen Reluctant Prophet

God tells Moses to tell the Israelites that He will lead them out of Egypt to the promised land 
of Canaan where they previously had lived as guests off the Canaanites. Moses is still afraid to 
speak to Pharaoh since even the Israelites won’t listen to him but God insists.

Then there is a list of names to show the ancestry and legitimacy of Moses and Aaron.

God then tells Moses to go speak to Pharaoh and yet Moses is still reluctant to do so.

________________________________________________________________

If God told me what to do, I would do it. To this thought I have to laugh as He tells me what to
do in the Bible and I often find myself reluctant or afraid or too lazy to get it done. I cannot 
blame Moses for his lack of enthusiasm to incur the wrath of Pharaoh and his own people. I do
not want to be a great leader or prophet or influencer because they seem to suffer the most 
inconveniences and hardships.

The Hebrews placed a lot of importance on lineage and it was important here to show the 
legitimacy of Moses and Aaron.

The very son of God prayed for a trial to be taken from him and yet God refused. He does not 
allow us to take the easy way out. He knows what must be accomplished, how to do it and how
we can be part of His plan for the redemption of mankind. Father, help me to execute my part 
in your strategy and to not withdraw in fear. This life is so short but the consequences of my 
choices and behavior is eternal. Grant me faithfulness, perseverance and self-control.
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Exodus 7: God Hardens Hearts?

God proclaimed Moses as a god to Pharaoh. Moses and Aaron would tell Pharaoh God’s 
commands but Pharaoh’s heart would be hardened. When they confront Pharaoh, Aaron 
throws his staff before him which becomes a snake to which he calls on his ministers to do the 
same. Then Pharaoh is confronted with the Nile river turning to blood and when his ministers 
do the same, he refuses to allow the Israelites to leave Egypt. And the Egyptians suffered for a 
week.

________________________________________________________________

Moses was a god. At least he received commands from God which gave him more power than 
the so called god of Egypt, Pharaoh.

When Moses staff turns into a snake, so did the minister’s or sorcerer’s of Pharaohs staffs. 
They could of done this by one of two processes; either they truly used some magic or they 
used a trick. They did the same with making the water turn to blood, or at least blood colored. 
The interesting thing is that these are relatively easy to use deception or slight-of-hand 
whereas the later miracles would be much more difficult to replicate: fleas, night, etc. In both 
cases, Pharaoh sees that his ministers can perform the same magic and so he hardens his 
heart.

Does or would God harden my heart against my will? There does not seem to be an example of
anyone in the Bible who unwillingly let God harden their hearts. If we want to harden our 
heart, to seek our own will, God will let us – and He may even use that opportunity to 
accomplish His will. I believe I am safe from a hardened heart until I choose to do so. Father, 
please strengthen me against the wiles of Satan and the evil or useless desires of my own 
heart.
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Exodus 8: Magic is No Match for Miracles

So, Moses releases the plagues of frogs, and the court magicians were able to do the same. But 
when Moses released the gnats, the magicians could not replicate the miracle. Though the 
people believed it was the hand of God, Pharaoh hardened his heart. When the plague of flies 
came to Egypt, they did not affect the Israelites. Pharaoh began wearing down and decided to 
give in to Moses demand to be allowed to leave Egypt for three days to worship God, but when
the flies abated, Pharaoh again reneged.

________________________________________________________________

I wonder how the magicians replicated the frogs. Trickery no doubt as they could not do the 
gnats (mosquitoes, lice, fleas, ticks?) or flies.

Why would some of these plagues seems miraculous as they could have occurred naturally? 
Probably because of timing, they were executed immediately and they were stopped or 
removed immediately. Natural plagues of frogs and flies and red blooms on the Nile no doubt 
happened, but not with such ferocity and immediacy. Of course, the frogs died immediately 
but they did not disappear – they made the country stink.

Why frogs? The Egyptians worshipped the very things God used as a plague – more powerful 
than conquering Pharaoh with an army of men because these methods were miraculous, more
so than even Pharaoh’s magicians could conjure.

Pharaoh no doubt was able to explain away the events naturally just as many in the scientific 
world explain away creation as a product of nature.
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Exodus 9: Pharaoh is Fickle

God warns Pharaoh and the people of Egypt of three more plagues, death of animals in the 
fields, boils, and hail. These plagues did not affect the Israelites. In each case, Pharaoh would 
begin to give in and then in the end harden his heart against God and Moses.

________________________________________________________________

There is a seeming contradiction in that “all” the field animals were killed and then the next 
plague of boils affected man and beast and the next plague of hail killed all the beasts in the 
field. If the beasts in the fields were all killed then what beasts of the field could the plague of 
hail kill? Well, some of the Egyptians no doubt saved their livestock by gathering them from 
the fields before the plagues, perhaps they bought more, or perhaps only certain beasts were 
targeted in the former plague and different ones in the latter plague.

I think God in his wisdom, tests the faith even of the readers of these stories sometimes by not
providing all the intricate and explanatory details so that seeming contradictions provide a 
convenient excuse for unbelievers to express their lack of faith. If God had provided a 
scientifically verifiable clarification for every miracle and story in the Bible, there would be no 
doubters. Obviously Pharaoh did not make an issue with all the beasts being killed in one 
plague and then wonder where did the beasts for the next plague come from. The writer of 
Exodus would have obviously seen the potential contradiction and yet did not provide a more 
satisfying illumination. Apparent contradictions are a lazy thinker’s way of rationalizing their 
doubt. Not the kind of people that God calls to be His.
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Exodus 10: Locusts and Darkness
God tells Moses to go to Pharaoh and tells him that a plague of grasshoppers is coming to 
which even Pharoah’s officials want him to give in and let the people go. Pharaoh wants to let 
only the men go so Moses brings on the plague of locust with a wind from the East. The locust 
eat every green thing in Egypt. Pharaoh tells Moses the people can go but then God hardens 
his heart and again he refuses to let them go.

God brings a plague of darkness on Egypt, except on the Israelites, for three days where they 
cannot see anything – so much so that they cannot even leave their beds.

Again, Pharaoh gives in but God hardens his heart. Pharaoh prophecies that he will never see 
Moses face again and Moses agrees that that is the truth.

________________________________________________________________

This chapter makes it very apparent that it is God who is now hardening Pharaoh’s heart, 
though with or without Pharaoh’s voluntary participation. God wished to display all of these 
various plagues to show His power.

Locusts are grasshoppers that physically change through an environmental stimulus so that 
they travel and feed together. They are a super grasshopper. I wonder if perhaps the 
desertification of most of Egypt is a remnant of the hardness of Pharaoh’s heart so that he 
affected not only his people in his day but down through history to the present times.

Reader’s Digest and Science Magazine, among other publishers have offered explanations of 
the ten plagues that do not require a miraculous or theological cause such as the disturbance 
of the red clay of the Nile via flooding being interpreted as blood and causing the death of the 
all the fish leading to a disease that killed the frogs who were trying to escape the Nile as well. 
One can always assume these as completely natural and coincidental occurrences. Doubters 
can always find a reasonable defense.

The plague of darkness. Of course one cannot purport a solar eclipse as the sun would have 
had to stand still (or the spinning of the Earth) for three days. God had taken away the 
Egyptian’s sun god Ra. Is there a possible foreshadowing here of the three days of Jesus in the 
tomb? Can you imagine the fear that the Egyptians experienced as they may have easily 
assumed that they were struck blind for the remainder of their lives? Was this a form of living 
hell for them?

Every word of the Bible can be ascribed to men or to God. Satan is a master of deception and 
“wise men” can always supply a rational appeal to forsake a super-natural origin or cause. 
Father, help me to read these mechanistic explications without giving them credence or 
credibility. Faith in You is reason enough and if I do experience doubt, perhaps it is not my 
quantity of faith but the rather the fact that I have not studied the reasonable of the Biblical 
narrative in depth.
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Exodus 11: The Last Plague

Moses is told by God of the final plague of the firstborn of the Egyptians in which God Himself
would kill. There would be great crying and lamenting in Egypt that night but not a dog would
bark among the Israelites. He also tells the Israelites to ask the Egyptians for gold and silver 
who looked on them with favor. Pharaoh was again warned of the impending event but still 
would not let the people go.

________________________________________________________________

It seems only fair pay for employment that the Hebrews should receive gold and silver from 
the Egyptians. What is fair wage for slavery?

Egyptian historical records do not speak to any of these events – but then it is probably 
something they figured best forgotten. Shame, guilt and defeat are great motivators for 
rewriting history.

Even Pharaoh’s people now felt a respect for Moses that they seemingly have lost for their 
“god” Pharaoh who has been soundly beaten and who has seen his ministers and “gods” 
embarrassed and pummeled into submission.

https://demej00.wordpress.com/2020/10/22/exodus-11-the-last-plague/


Exodus 12: The Beginning of the Passover and the Exodus

God told the people through Moses to sacrifice a lamb for each family on the 14th day of the 
month, take the blood and paint the doorposts with it, roast the lamb (sheep or goat) and eat 
it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. They were to be packed and ready to go. This meal 
was to be the beginning of a memorial meal that only the Hebrews and their circumsized 
slaves could participate in.

Then at midnight, God slew all the first born in Egypt, both men and beasts. Pharaoh told the 
Israelites they could leave Egypt. So they left from Ramses to Succoth, numbering about 
600,000 men plus their families, stock, gold, silver and clothing they received from the 
Egyptians. They had lived in Egypt for 430 years to the day.

The Passover meal was an ordinance from that night. The bones of the lamb were not to be 
broken.

________________________________________________________________

The male lamb to be sacrificed was without a blemish (perfect) and the bones were not to be 
broken – prophetic symbols of the coming Christ sacrifice. It was also prophetic of the new 
Lord’s Supper to be initiated by Christ – unleavened bread and wine symbolic of the blood of 
Christ. Perhaps there is also some symbolic significance of the “gifts” of the Egyptians to the 
Hebrews and the gifts of the Magi to the new born Christ.

The number of Israelites could have been around 3 million. The 600,000 men did not count 
young men, women or children. They may have also taken slaves and even Egyptians who 
wanted to leave with them.

God said he would strike all the “gods” of Egypt and so he did through each of the ten plagues.
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Exodus 13: The Firstborn Males Belong to God

Moses tells the people they must honor what God has done for them through the annual 
celebration of the Passover and also that every first born male child and beast belongs to God. 
Curiously He also wants every firstborn male donkey redeemed by a lamb or else have it’s 
neck broken. This was symbolic of Pharaoh’s stubbornness and the killing of all Egyptian 
firstborns.

God then leads the people out of Egypt by a circuitous route away from the more common 
route near the Philistines. He leads them by a pillar of smoke by day and fire my night.

They took the bones of Joseph with them.

________________________________________________________________

The donkey was an unclean animal and so had to be redeemed by a sacrificial lamb.

God was concerned that if the people traveled through Philistine territory, they may turn back 
to Egypt. Interesting that He would not compel them to leave Egypt – He always seems to 
entice them to leave through the miracles of the plagues and Moses and Aaron’s persuasions 
and reassurances.

It is interesting that the supposed tomb of Joseph in Egypt held no bones, as to be expected.
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Exodus 14: Pharaoh Pursues and Israel Escapes

God tells Moses to assume a strategy of acting lost in the desert which will encourage Pharaoh 
to pursue them. Egypt was already regretting letting their slaves go so Pharaoh sent 600 
chariots with soldiers after them. They cornered them between the desert and the sea and the 
Israelites began to complain to Moses that they would have been better off in Egypt than here 
in the desert about to die.

The pillar of smoke came between the Egyptians and the Israelites all day and night. During 
the night God caused a strong wind to part the sea. In the morning the Israelites crossed the 
sea on dry ground and the Egyptians went after them. When the Israelites were safe on the 
other side, God caused the seas to return to normal, thus covering and drowning Pharaoh’s 
army at the bottom of the Red Sea.

Finally the Israelite people began to see that Moses did have the hand of God on him.

________________________________________________________________

The Israelites seem to already be showing their streak of stubbornness and obstinacy when 
they complain to Moses and this would be the beginning of a long habit that would tax the 
patience and forbearance of God. Though they did begin to see that Moses was truly the 
spokesman for God after the incredible miracle of the crossing of the Red Sea.

There is so much scholarly debate today on when or if and where did the Exodus take place. 
Many Biblical educated elites doubt that the Exodus even happened and if it did, explain away
the miracle of the Red Sea crossing as a natural sand bar across a sea of reeds that anyone 
could have traversed. But there does seem to be excellent archeological and geographical 
evidence for the crossing at the Gulf of Aqaba at Nuweiba with coral formations in the likeness
of chariots and chariot wheels, coral encrusted bone fragments found at a depth of 200 feet 
and memorial pillars on the coast-lines. The sea is a mile deep in places but at Nuweiba there 
is a natural underwater land bridge with gentle slopes from both beaches. The distance across 
the sea at this point is about 11 miles and the deepest point on the land bridge is about 2600 
feet.

There will always be doubters and nay-sayers but the evidence seems compelling that 
something did happen at Nuweiba that corresponds extraordinarily accurately to the Biblical 
record.

https://demej00.wordpress.com/2020/10/25/exodus-14-pharaoh-pursues-and-israel-escapes/


Exodus 15: A Poem Praising God, A Promise to Bless Israel

Moses composed a poem praising God for His great defeat of the Egyptian army.

Mariam, the prophetess, sister of Aaron, and supposedly Moses, dances and sings and plays 
an instrument in celebration.

Moses leads his people through the desert of Shur to Marah where the water was bitter. After 
the people complained, Moses made the water sweet with a plant. God then promises to not 
treat them like He treated the Egyptians if they will only obey Him.

God leads them to an oasis at Elim.

________________________________________________________________

This is supposedly the oldest poem in the world. It commemorates an event that obviously did
not take place in a shallow sea of reeds.

Amazing that many of the geographical names of this area today relate to the Exodus or the 
events that happened then. Some believe that Howarah is the site of the bitter waters which 
are still spurned by the Arabs. Elim is assumed to be the oasis, Wady-Ghurandel. The number 
of springs (12) and palm trees (70) in Elim are sacred numbers.

There is no known plant that has the ability to make bitter water sweet. Miracle.

God is a man of war. The war is not just physical but spiritual.
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Exodus 16: Grumbling, Manna and Quail and the Sabbath Day

The Israelites traveled to the desert of Sin and they were hungry and complained to Moses 
that it was better in Egypt where they had plenty of food.

In the evening the ground was covered in quail. In the morning the ground was covered in 
manna which they only gathered as much as they could it because it would spoil latter in the 
day. Some tried to gather it when they were not supposed to or tried to keep it but it would 
spoil.

On the sixth day of the week they would gather two days worth as the seventh day became a 
day of rest for them.

Some of the manna was preserved in a jar for future generations to see.

________________________________________________________________

Complaining was becoming par for the Israelites especially when it came to water and food. 
They never really seemed to get the message. It makes me a little cocky but I find myself doing
the same thing – I look back on my life at how blessed I have been by God but when a 
hardship arises, the sky falls and I run around like a headless chicken, or I worry about a 
future tragedy that rarely comes to pass. The New Testament message for Christians is “one 
day at a time”. We humans want to plan out everything for our futures so that there is no 
possibility of want – but that takes away our reliance on God for our daily needs.

The Israelites may have eaten well in Egypt but they seem to have forgotten the harshness of 
their lives there.

There always seems to be some who don’t get the memo – they went out on the seventh day 
and low and behold, there was no manna to be found. Kind of like ignoring biblical 
injunctions and then being shocked at our dismal state of affairs.

The wilderness of Sin has nothing to do with sin.
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Exodus 17: Moses Beats a Rock and Fights the Amalekites

For the fourth time, the Israelites complain to Moses about water or food. God tells Moses to 
strike a rock from which water gushes out at Horeb. The site was named as the place where 
they tested God and complained.

The Amalekites came to fight the Israelites at Rephidim. Joshua led the army against them 
and won the fighting as long as Moses held his staff above his head. But he tired so Aaron and 
Hur helped hold the staff and the Israelites won the day.

________________________________________________________________

It is interesting that a split rock has been found at Rephidim that shows evidence of water 
erosion. Local Bedouins call the rock “Moses’ Water”.

The Amalekites, who were descendants of Esau, were natural enemies of the Israelites and 
would plague them in the future until the time of Saul. Archeological evidence has been found 
in this area of large camps and fighting and inscriptions on rocks near the split rock site and 
altar stones.
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Exodus 18: Moses Builds a Hierarchy of Judges

Jethro, a close relative, perhaps a brother-in-law or father-in-law, brings Moses’ wife and two 
sons to visit him. He comes from Midian.

When Jethro sees how tired and over-worked Moses is, he suggests, God willing, that Moses 
establish a system of authorities and judges to help him.

________________________________________________________________

They are at “the mountain of God” at Horeb which is Mount Sinai or Mount Horeb and is 
probably present day Jebel al-Madhbah.

The number of assistant judges would have numbered in the many thousands so it is logical to
assume that Moses and the people would have been tired; Moses from the sheer number of 
cases and the people from waiting in line.

God seems open to Jethro’s ideas. I am sure it wasn’t an idea that did not occur to God 
beforehand yet he allows a man to broach it to Moses. Jethro seems to be a holy man himself, 
familiar with sacrifice and Jehovah. Perhaps God inspired Jethro to the task. It is comforting 
to know that God can be questioned, prevailed upon, swayed, won over, argued with, and 
convinced. He is more a father than a dictator and though we make mistakes or take the long 
road, He works with us like recalcitrant and imperfect clay.

Not much is written about Moses wife and nothing after this event. She was a Midianite. 
Moses had another wife as well.
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Exodus 19: God Meets the Hebrews at Mount Sinai

God calls Moses to call the people to meet with Him at Mount Sinai, fifty days after the 
Exodus. He proposes a contract with them that if they obey Him, He will take care of them 
and make them a great nation of priests. The people accept. The people were warned not to 
touch the mountain

On the third day, God appears on Mount Sinai with quaking, smoke and fire.

________________________________________________________________

Fifty days after they crossed the Red Sea (the sea of blood?), they met with God just as fifty 
days after Christ died, the Spirit came to men.

God appears to men not directly but through the elements of smoke, fire and wind. God 
chooses not to show Himself directly to the majority of the human race but He also does not 
allow Himself to be represented as an idol. He is living and Spirit and invisible but He can 
affect and disrupt and manipulate nature.

Men are always warned to listen to the voice and word of God. The creation came as the result 
of God’s word but men are allowed to not listen, and suffer the consequences.

Does an eagle carry it’s chicks on it’s back – there have been some reports of this happening 
but I have not seen any videos of such an event. How far do we carry analogies?
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Exodus 20: The 10 Demandments

1. No other god than God.
2. Do not worship idols and God will show His love for you.
3. Do not take the name of God in vain.
4. Rest on the Sabbath day.
5. Honor your parents.
6. Do not murder.
7. Do not commit adultery.
8. Do not steal.
9. Do not lie about your neighbor.
10. Do not desire to have your neighbors things.

Then God demands the Hebrews to sacrifice to Him on uncut stone or earth altars without 
steps.

________________________________________________________________

For God:

1. God is the only God in the Universe, He is the Creator, not another god, not science, not 
accident.

2. If we are faithful to God only, He will be faithful to us. Images are not a sin, worshipping them
is.

3. Venerate the name of God, do not mock Him, or treat Him lightly or carelessly.
4. Put aside a time of remembrance for God one day of the week.

For Men:

1. Do not treat your parents with disrespect and take care of them as they are a reflection of the 
relationship of God to you.

2. Do not take a life in anger or hate or selfishness or for greed.
3. Do not betray your sexual mate or have relations with someone who is marriage bound.
4. Do not take something that belongs to another.
5. Do not betray your neighbor’s trust.
6. Be content with your own possessions and do not conspire to take another’s.

Are Christians bound to the Law today – no, the keeping of the Law was nailed to the cross yet
in principle we are bound to keep the Law of Love – to love God with all our soul and to love 
our neighbor. By loving our neighbor, we show a true love for God. The form has changed but 
not the substance.
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Exodus 21: Laws and Regulations for Slaves and Personal Injury

Hebrew slaves serve only for six years and then are to be set free with their wife if they came 
with one. If the slave desires to remain in service to their master, they may. A daughter sold 
into servitude is not free to go but may be redeemed by the father. If the owner does not want 
her, she shall be compensated.

A man who willingly kills another man must die. If it was not premeditated, he may flee to a 
city of refuge. A man who curses or hits his mother or father must die. A kidnapper must die. 
If a man injures another then he must compensate the injured. A man who kills a servant 
must be punished. If an owner knocks out an eye or tooth of a slave, they must go free. If 
anyone allows someone to be injured by negligence of their bulls or property, the injured 
person must receive compensation and if it happens often, the owner must die.

________________________________________________________________

I find it intriguing that Hebrews have slaves and that they are considered property. Yet, they 
must treat them reasonably well which I am sure many cultures of that time did not do. There 
is even a possibility that a Hebrew may sell his child into slavery, but not for more than six 
years, and she must be treated well by the new owner.

An animal that has killed someone must be killed. Something that even today we consider a 
moral requirement.

If these laws were in effect today, there would surely be fewer prisoners in detention and more
respect shown for our parents. God did not put up with moral degenerates and sociopathic 
killers.

These laws seem oriented toward the promotion of a harmonious and peaceful coexistence 
and not just the punishment of a crime. Compassion, cooperation, mercy and justice are the 
abiding principles used in negotiating a fair contract between neighbors and God.
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Exodus 22: Making Restitution

God has created various laws about property and restitution in the event of property damage 
or destruction.

A thief of an ox or sheep must pay back five or four.

A thief killed during a break-in does not result in guilt. If he survives, he must pay back 
double.

If an owner is negligent and it results in damage to property then he must make restitution.

In matters of theft, the two parties shall have their case resolved by judges.

If someone borrows something from a neighbor that is then damaged or stolen, the borrower 
shall make restitution.

If a man seduces a virgin, he shall marry her or pay a dowry.

A sorceress shall be put to death.

Anyone who has sex with an animal shall be put to death.

Anyone who offers sacrifices to another god shall be put to death.

Strangers, widows and orphans shall be treated with respect.

Hebrews shall not be charged interest or have their clothing taken overnight.

Firstborns shall be offered without delay to God,

Animals torn in pieces from the field shall not be eaten.

________________________________________________________________

A thief killed at night was not a punishable act. Seems fair even in this day.

Witches and wizards in the Bible seem to have practiced real sorcery and they probably got 
their practices from the Egyptians.
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The Egyptians were known to practice beastiality. I find it intriguing that countries that 
practice idol worship and engage in perverted sexual practices are seemingly, and this is just a
subjective opinion, the worst suffering countries – for example, India.

Treating strangers with respect would more likely entice them to join the Hebrew faith, unlike 
some religions and denominations today that are more likely to drive strangers away.

Pledging a coat to someone for a debt seems a strange practice but it may be that the coat was 
also a sleeping bed or garment and that returning it in the morning was a reminder to the 
borrower of their debt.



Exodus 23: Treat Others as You Would Wish to be Treated

More laws on how to treat others:

Do not slander.

Do not follow the crowd in doing evil. Do not favor the poor in court.

Return and help a neighbor’s animal.

Do not perjure yourself.

Do not oppress a foreigner.

Rest your crops on the 7th year and allow the poor to harvest from it.

Rest on the 7th day.

Do not worship other gods.

Celebrate a feast of the Unleavened Bread, the festival of the Harvest and the festival of the 
Ingathering.

Do not cook a goat in it’s mothers milk.

Then God sent an angel to guide the people. God promises long life and other blessings to 
those who call on His name.

He will send hornets to drive out the foreigners and give their land to the Hebrews; from the 
Red Sea to the Mediterranean, from the desert to the Euphrates.

________________________________________________________________

Just because a man is poor does not give the judge a right to favor him/her in a legal decision. 
Pity is not a legal requisite, but rather justice.

Evidently the Egyptians cooked their goats in the mothers milk and used the broth as a 
magical spell.

The angel has “my name in him” and may have been Jesus.
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The sending of the hornets was to drive out the foreigners gradually so that the land would not
be taken over by wild animals and weeds. Smart.

It seems a harsh punishment for the foreigners to have to give up their land but they were in 
fact a cruel and harsh people that God wanted to be wiped out.



Exodus 24: Contract Between God and the Hebrews

Moses tells the people God’s laws and they agree to commit to them. Moses builds an alter 
and sacrifices animals and sheds blood on the alter and the people as a binding contract.

He then goes with the sons of Aaron and seventy elders part way up the mountain where they 
see God or at least His glory or symbol. Then Moses ascends further up the mountain with 
Joshua for a week and finally he ascends to the top alone for 40 days where he receives the 
stone tablets made by God.

________________________________________________________________

At Jebel el Lawz there is a natural amphitheater below the proclaimed site of Mount Sinai 
containing archeological remnants of alters, petroglyphs and stone pillars.

The blood is the symbol of ratification of contract as is Jesus blood for us today.

The sons of Aaron and the leaders of the people saw God – it may have been a manisfestation 
of Jesus.

Forty days is how long Moses on Mount Sinai, Elijah on Mount Horeb and Jesus in the desert,
fasted.
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Exodus 25: The Ark of the Covenant

God solicits gifts from the people to build a sanctuary for Him.

He then designs an ark for Himself, about 51 inches long by 31 inches wide and high, covered 
inside and out with gold. On the top would be a mercy seat and two cherubs with wings facing 
each other. God would communicate from the mercy seat. Inside the ark would reside various 
holy articles like the stone tablets or law. He also designed a seven candle stand of pure gold 
and with various flower designs.

Also a table for the bread would be made of wood and covered in gold.

________________________________________________________________

Even then, God allows the persons heart to determine how much to give to God, a stingy man 
probably receiving fewer blessings than a generous one. He values free will. He loves a 
cheerful giver.

The candlestick design can be seen on the Arch of Titus in Rome to this day and of course, it is
a seven candlestick lampstand, just as described in Exodus. It provided light to the sanctuary 
and probably symbolized the Spirit and the Word. The fact that the arch did not show the ark 
signifies the probability it was hidden by the priests and may still be buried in or nearby 
Jerusalem today. I was fortunate to marvel at the Arch of Titus during my vacation to Rome.

The table forms the symbolic table of bread and wine we use today in the Lord’s Supper.

The gold supplied for the holy articles was provided by the Egyptians who had given it to the 
vacating Hebrews. Egypt was rich in gold with hundreds of mines worked by slaves. They 
valued it for it represented the light of Ra, was rare, was useful for barter and it represented 
long life. Egypt and Sudan still have unknown amounts of undiscovered gold.
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Exodus 26: Design of the Tabernacle

God tells Moses the design of the tent beginning with the inner curtains of lenin and how they 
will be joined to one another. The next layer of curtains will be made of goat and other animal 
skins. Boards and bars will be made to support the tent. Then a veil will be added to separate 
the holy from the most holy place. The ark will be placed within the most holy place, the 
lampstand and table will be on the other side of the veil near each of the side walls. A screen 
will cover the entrance to the tent.

________________________________________________________________

There are not enough details here to build the tabernacle tent completely, for example: did the
tent have a flat or sloped roof, or no roof at all? We are not told. But Moses saw the design and
so would have been able to provide the details to the craftsmen. The tent was 45 feet by 15 feet
by 15 feet.

There are many commentaries on the significance of the pattern of the temple and how it 
applies to the church today.

The tent would have been very dark inside but for the candlestick lampstand and the glory of 
God in the mercy seat for the Holy of Holies.

It is interesting that God is so desirous to abide with men and that He loves beauty, He did not
want to live in a tent with drab and ugly walls.

Why was the cherubim image so prevalent in the design of the tabernacle?

https://demej00.wordpress.com/2020/11/22/exodus-26-design-of-the-tabernacle/


Exodus 27: The Altar, the Court and the Lights

God required Moses to build a four horned altar, grating and fire tools covered in brass. Upon 
this altar the animals would be sacrificed. He also designed a courtyard for the sacrificial 
implements. Finally fresh beaten olives would be used to produce the oil for the lamps of the 
lampstand.

________________________________________________________________

The altar had horns, perhaps to tie the animals to and was different from the altar in the holy 
place. Also they would be the points that those seeking refuge would hold onto in seeking 
justice for their crimes. The altar would measure about seven and half feet square by four and 
half high.

The courtyard measured about 150 by 75 feet and was encompassed by a screen of pillars and 
curtains seven and a half feet high. The courtyard is where people could come for help 
through sacrifice, but they could go no further – that was only allowed by the priests.

The olive oil was to be beaten, not ground in a mill. In our church I burned olive oil in a a real 
two thousand year old lamp I had gotten from Jerusalem. The smell is wonderful.
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Exodus 28: Priestly Clothing

Aaron and his sons would comprise the priesthood and they would be outfitted with sacred 
garments. An ephod would hold the names of the 12 sons of Israel. A breastplate would hold 
12 stones representing each tribe. It would also contain the Urim and Thummim. Aaron would
also wear a turban with a gold plate engraved with “Holy to the Lord”. They would also wear 
linen undergarments and robes befitting their positions.

________________________________________________________________

Again, this is an instance of the desire of God for beautiful and appropriate clothing and 
symbols. He goes beyond required behavior but also seeks significant investment in emblems, 
symbols and ordinances befitting the actors positions and functions within the priesthood. 
And, their apparel is beautiful and colorful – unlike the black robes of some churches today 
who one would think represents the dark and unholy things of this world.

What were the Urim and Thummim? Urim means “lights” and Thummim means “perfection”.
The book of Ezra mentions they were used to determine God’s will. They disappeared in the 
destruction of the temple by the Babylonians in 586 BC.

https://demej00.wordpress.com/2020/12/02/exodus-28-priestly-clothing/


Exodus 29: The Consecration

Aaron and the priests were to be consecrated by ceremony to their holy duties. They were 
washed publicly. Then they were dressed in their holy robes and anointed with oil. The priests 
then held a bull’s head as it was killed and the blood was sprinkled on them. The flesh of the 
bull was a burned sacrifice as a sin offering. Then two rams were to be sacrificed with the 
blood with oil sprinkled on the priests. Various other sacrifices were initiated and the priests 
were to eat part of the sacrifices.

This process of consecration of the priests took place over a seven day period and was to be 
repeated for all future priests inducted into the priesthood. Therefore, God consecrated the 
temple and the priests and promised to be with them continually.

Every morning and evening a lamb was to be sacrificed.

________________________________________________________________

The washing of the priests is symbolic of baptism.

The sacrifices transferred sin to the animals who were then burned.

The blood is representative of Christ’s blood and the oil of the Holy Spirit. Christ was 
consecrated through his suffering.

Today we are all priests, unlike the teachings of the Catholics, who have created a monstrous 
oligarchic dogmatic bureaucracy with its “universal bishop” to control a hierarchy of black-
robed bishops, priests and deacons who rule over the “faithful”.

Christ is the final sacrifice to replace the daily sacrifices of the lambs.

https://demej00.wordpress.com/2020/12/04/exodus-29-the-consecration/


Exodus 30: The Altar of Incense

Acacia wood was used in the construction of the altar of incense. It’s dimensions were three 
feet tall by a foot and a half square. It had horns and was covered in gold. This altar was 
placed near the Ark of the Covenant and was to have incense burned upon it every day of the 
year.

Moses then conducted a census and every male over twenty was to give a half-shekel for the 
maintenance of the tabernacle.

A bronze laver was constructed for the washing of the priests hands and feet.

A holy oil recipe composed of the spices myrrh, cinnamon, calamus, cane, cassia, and olive oil 
was used to anoint the tabernacle vessels, furniture and the priests.

A special incense composed of stacte and onycha and galbanum, and pure frankincense would
also be put on the table of incense. These recipes could not be used for any other purposes.

________________________________________________________________

Acacia wood is a very hard, ubiquitous, beautiful and insect resistant wood found in the 
deserts of the middle east.

Incense is often symbolic of prayer and incense was burned on the alter of incense twice a day,
every day of the year – perhaps indicative of the importance of constant prayer.

There is some difference of opinion on which side of the veil between the holy places, the altar 
of incense was placed.

There were no coins at this time so the half shekel was a certain weight of silver.

The payment of a half shekel was for a ransom of souls, an atonement – each soul being of the 
same value to God, whether poor or rich.
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Exodus 31: God Inspires His Craftsmen and the Sabbath

God names two of the master craftsmen of his temple and its furniture and utensils, Bezalel 
and Oholiab. He inspires all the builders and craftsmen.

He also reiterates the necessity of keeping the Sabbath free from work.

God wrote His law on stone tablets.

________________________________________________________________

God loves beautiful things and making them is a holy and sacred tradition.

Perhaps the continued emphasis on keeping the Sabbath is to prevent the workers from 
thinking they could work on during the construction of the temple. God has always cared for 
people and does not want them to suffer from overwork. Working seven days a week, 365 days
a year is a great way to forget about God and family.
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Exodus 32: The Israelites Forsake God

Because of the length of time that Moses was on the mountain with God, the people grew 
restless, lost respect and confidence in Moses and begged Aaron to build them an idol. He had
the people bring their gold earrings and smelted them a golden calf which they worshipped as 
a god. God told Moses of the activity of the people which caused Moses to break the tablets of 
Law on the mountain. Moses chastised Aaron who then concocted a story that the golden calf 
created itself. Moses then broke the golden calf and ground it to dust and made the people 
drink water mixed with the gold.

Moses then called for supporters to which the Levi tribe responded. He had them kill 3000 
revelers.

God wished to destroy the Israelites but Moses convinced Him to hold his retribution. God 
relented but promised to punish them later.

________________________________________________________________

The Israelite people only had short term memory and already forgot about the miraculous 
things they had witnessed. They wished for a visible god, not the hidden God of the mount. 
Sort of like our atheistic scientists (not all scientists are atheists) who require “extraordinary 
evidence” as Sagan was fond of saying. Whether the golden idol was a representation of 
Jehovah or an Egyptian god they had exposure to in their slavery – God was not pleased.

I have some familiarity with swallowing gold as I have two golden wisdom teeth.

The Israelites were influenced heavily by the Egyptians over their 400 years in slavery, 
perhaps even so much as worshipping their gods. The revelers may have even been naked so it
would be easy to see who the Levites should kill. It does not seem they all participated in the 
idolatry yet they would all die eventually in the desert. The Egyptians in the group may have 
been the instigators but all were guilty.

Moses was able to win an argument with God using logic and that gives me hope that God is 
not a mercurial and merciless being that even I cannot reason with.
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Exodus 33: Moses Wishes to See the Face of God

God tells Moses to take the people and leave the desert where they will drive out foreigners 
and inhabit a land of milk and honey. But He says He will not go with them because of His 
anger with the people that is so great it could wipe them out and that He would appoint an 
angel to lead them.

Moses meets with God in a tent outside the camp and begs God to reconsider. The people act 
repentant by taking off their jewelry and bowing to the ground. God again relents to Moses’ 
entreaties by meeting with him as a pillar of cloud. Moses then asks to see the face of God. 
God arranges a special environment for him to see a reflection but not the actual visage of God
which would kill him.

________________________________________________________________

God is somewhat human in his feelings of offense at the Israelite people – I say that with all 
respect. He is subject to strong emotions that show His care, grief and angst. That gives me 
hope that I too can appeal to His reconsiderations of His punishment for my misdeeds and 
hurts that I afflict on Him. Much more demoralizing would be a God who did not feel anything
about my behaviors. This is one of the proofs for me that here is a God who is real, not the 
work of human imagination.

I sometimes wish I could see the face of God, even if it would kill me.
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Exodus 34: New Tablets of the Law and Moses Sees God

Moses cut some new tablets and went back up the mountain where God rewrote the Law on 
the tablets. Moses also saw the glory of God. Then God renewed his oath to the Israelites to 
drive out the inhabitants of Canaan as long as they would not make idols, keep His festivals, 
keep the Sabbath and a few other commandments.

While Moses was with Him, God recounted His glory in poetic form.

Whenever Moses met with God, light shown from Moses face and terrified the people so he 
would wear a veil.

________________________________________________________________

It seems God wrote both the first and second versions on the tablets of stone Himself. The 
material was probably marble which is found in the area of the mountain.

The Hebrew word that describes Moses shining face is “horned”. And this is where we get the 
twice life-sized Moses (residing in a cathedral in Rome) sculpted by Michelangelo with horns 
– no doubt a misunderstanding of the translation.

The unapproachable nature of God here is highly contrasted with His approachablity through 
Jesus.

Is God arrogant and narcissistic? He speaks of His glory, praise and mercy and need for men 
to worship Him. Because of this, many believe God is just a glory hound. My simple response 
is that God is just telling us the truth, there is nothing greater than Him and that if we seek 
Him, he will let us enter into that glory. Why would I want to commit myself to a second rate 
god of stone that cannot see or hear or speak and certainly cannot save my life.
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Exodus 35: Time to Build the Tabernacle

Moses reminds the people to keep the Sabbath day holy and apart and do not work on it. He 
then asks them to give a voluntary contribution of valuable metals, gems, oil, wood and cloth 
and goat skins for building the tabernacle.

Every skillful artisan was to contribute their skills working on the materials for the temple. 
The workers and craftsmen were inspired by God.

________________________________________________________________

This seems to be a repeat of the instructions covered in the earlier chapters for building the 
tent of meeting.

God does not force the people to give but allows them the freedom to choose if and how they 
may contribute. I think we sometimes forget this in our churches by badgering members to 
remember their tithes. Seems there are many retired rich and comfortable ministers in our 
supposedly generous and sacrificial priesthoods and ecclesiastical organizations. Private jets? 
Resurfacing the parking lots? Building a bigger and flashier sanctuary? Nice suits and bling? I 
think the Lord is more pleased with the least visible offering. It is so tempting to get in the 
newspaper with a big contribution – would love to have a hospital wing with my name on it.

Giving involves the heart and an action. One without the other is just prostitution.
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Exodus 36: The Israelites Give Too Much

The Israelites donated all the required materials to build the tabernacle, so much so that 
Moses had to issue a proclamation to desist in any more contributions.

The chapter outlines the process of making the curtains, framework and tent as covered in 
previous chapters.

_______________________________________________________________

This is a charity organization’s dream come true – donations so exceeding goals that further 
contributions are no longer required. Of course, no organization would cut off donations. No 
gilded chariot for Moses. And no one ran off with the proceedings.

Still the people are cut off from the direct presence of God. Today the veil has been torn apart 
and we have come into the spiritual presence of God. Yet, we still are not allowed to see with 
our eyes the Heavenly realms until we cross through the veil of death.
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Exodus 37: Bezaleel Makes the Ark of the Covenant

The talented and inspired Bezaleel and his cohorts make the Ark and other temple furniture. 
The Ark was a wooden box, overlaid with gold, rings and poles for carrying, and a top or 
mercy seat with two angelic cherubs facing each other and wings outstretched.

He also made from design the table of incense, vessels, golden lamp stand, and the oil for the 
lamps.

________________________________________________________________

Everything must have been quite beautiful and uplifting to view – Heaven will be an epic 
phenomenon.
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Exodus 38: Israelites Give Seventy Million Dollars in Precious Metals to 
Construct Tabernacle

The alter of sacrifice and the laver were constructed and covered in brass as were the utensils. 
The brass was contributed by the women who gave up their mirrors. The court framework and
tapestries were constructed.

The amount of gold given was 29 talents, 730 shekels or conservatively about 2200 pounds. 
Silver was 100 talents, 1775 shekels or about 7500 pounds. The brass contributed was 70 
talents, 2400 shekels or about 5300 pounds.

________________________________________________________________

I calculate that in 2020 dollars the amount of precious metal given was:

Gold – $1887 (per ounce) x 16 ounces (per pound) x 2200 pounds = $66,422,400

Silver – $24.39 (per ounce) x 16 ounces (per pound) x 7500 pounds = $2,926,800

Brass – $.14 (per ounce) x 16 ounces (per pound) x 5300 pounds = $11,872

for a grand total of $ 69,361,072. A very pricy tent built according to God’s very detailed plans.
Because the tent was a model of Heaven, I do not believe He would have been satisfied with 
just any old Bedouin tent – after all the streets of Heaven are paved with gold.

https://demej00.wordpress.com/2020/12/26/exodus-38-israelites-give-seventy-million-dollars-in-precious-metals-to-construct-tabernacle/
https://demej00.wordpress.com/2020/12/26/exodus-38-israelites-give-seventy-million-dollars-in-precious-metals-to-construct-tabernacle/


Exodus 39: The Priestly Clothing and Temple Are Completed

The high priest’s ephod, clothes, turbans were completed according to specifications.

The temple hardware and furniture was completed and everything was presented to Moses for
inspection to which he approved and blessed the people.

________________________________________________________________

In just a matter of months, all the temple and priestly garments were completed. The people 
devoted themselves wholeheartedly to the work and Moses approved them for it.

Here we have a high priest outfitted according to the stature of his duties and suitably attired 
to the officiation and presentation of ministries before God. He bore the rank of this office 
much as our military leaders do today.

The workers completed their creative endeavors without pay – it was a completely socialistic 
enterprise. And today, the work that we do should not be done just or even for earthly 
recompense if we truly believe that the reward of eternal blissful life is our promised blessing. 
The good life is one that is lived in the here and now, but this future honor is not one to be 
forgotten, this present moment being such a fleeting transition from a spark to an eternal 
flame.

https://demej00.wordpress.com/2020/12/28/exodus-39-the-priestly-clothing-and-temple-are-completed/


Exodus 40: Last Chapter – God Resides with the Israelites

Moses installs the tabernacle, the ark with the covenant tablets inside, and the other furniture.
The the temple articles and the priests are anointed with oil.

God in the form of a cloud inhabits the temple. His presence is so overpowering that Moses 
cannot endure it. When the cloud abides on the tent, the people are to stay and when the 
cloud lifts, then it is time to go. At night the cloud would change to fire and in daytime it 
would retain the form of a cloud.

________________________________________________________________

So ends the account of the construction of the tabernacle tent where God would reside with 
the Israelites during their sojourn in the desert.

For Christians today, God resides in us through His Holy Spirit. Jesus is our tabernacle and 
we go where he leads.

https://demej00.wordpress.com/2020/12/30/exodus-4-last-chapter-god-resides-with-the-israelites/

	Exodus 1: An Unknown King of Egypt
	Exodus 2: The Beginning of Moses, a Type of Christ
	Exodus 3 – God Appears to Moses
	Exodus 4: Moses, the Faint-hearted
	Exodus 5: The Trials of the Hebrews Begins
	Exodus 6: Moses the Chosen Reluctant Prophet
	Exodus 7: God Hardens Hearts?
	Exodus 8: Magic is No Match for Miracles
	Exodus 9: Pharaoh is Fickle
	Exodus 10: Locusts and Darkness
	Exodus 11: The Last Plague
	Exodus 12: The Beginning of the Passover and the Exodus
	Exodus 13: The Firstborn Males Belong to God
	Exodus 14: Pharaoh Pursues and Israel Escapes
	Exodus 15: A Poem Praising God, A Promise to Bless Israel
	Exodus 16: Grumbling, Manna and Quail and the Sabbath Day
	Exodus 17: Moses Beats a Rock and Fights the Amalekites
	Exodus 18: Moses Builds a Hierarchy of Judges
	Exodus 19: God Meets the Hebrews at Mount Sinai
	Exodus 20: The 10 Demandments
	Exodus 21: Laws and Regulations for Slaves and Personal Injury
	Exodus 22: Making Restitution
	Exodus 23: Treat Others as You Would Wish to be Treated
	Exodus 24: Contract Between God and the Hebrews
	Exodus 25: The Ark of the Covenant
	Exodus 26: Design of the Tabernacle
	Exodus 27: The Altar, the Court and the Lights
	Exodus 28: Priestly Clothing
	Exodus 29: The Consecration
	Exodus 30: The Altar of Incense
	Exodus 31: God Inspires His Craftsmen and the Sabbath
	Exodus 32: The Israelites Forsake God
	Exodus 33: Moses Wishes to See the Face of God
	Exodus 34: New Tablets of the Law and Moses Sees God
	Exodus 35: Time to Build the Tabernacle
	Exodus 36: The Israelites Give Too Much
	Exodus 37: Bezaleel Makes the Ark of the Covenant
	Exodus 38: Israelites Give Seventy Million Dollars in Precious Metals to Construct Tabernacle
	Exodus 39: The Priestly Clothing and Temple Are Completed
	Exodus 40: Last Chapter – God Resides with the Israelites

